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A Copy of Verſes made for, 
and preſented to the City of 


(7louceſter. 


Wy Her Civil broyles through Englands fielas ud | 


And Regall Power oppos'd the Popular ; ( far; .: 
Thu famous City then nnconquer'd ſtood : be 
And Was the Ramoth-Gilead of the good. + 
| It was a Refuge for poor Chriſtians, when  & 
Thus Land vas over-runne by bloudy men ; 
The Noahs-Ark Where ſhelter ſweet Was fownd I 
For males #nd females, when Mars ran the *; 
(reund. 
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Let thu fair City long and long encreaſe,  -58""Mf 
' Withincorrupted rrath, health,Wwealth and peace $ 

Let the unſlumbring God for ever dwell, 5 

'| And here (with Waking Eyes) ftand ſentinel, 
TT o keep this place : and ever gevern here X 

Til Pheebus quite for/akes this Hemi-ſphares "y 
- Hud let our people ever thankful be, " 
'T#the great God of onr felicities 
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Made upon the day of the Yearly 
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& Election of Qrricerss 
in the City of 


Cloacefler 


Being in the Charter- Language of ® 
the ſaid City, Die Lane prox” poſt * ” 


Feſinm $. Michael is Ende 
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y Fohn Dorney, Eſq; 


Town-Clerke of the ſaid City, 
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CF 
To the Right Worſhipfull 

William (apell Eſquire, 
Maior of the City of Gloceſter, 


the Worſhipfull Aldermen. his 
Brethren, - and the reſt of the Com- 


mon Councell of the ſaid City. 


Honoured Gentlemen, 


VaSo\ Ome Reaſons having been 

E prevalent Motives with me 

now to expoſe that to open 

view, which at ſeveral times 

ws by a delivered in your 
City ; and conſidering what relations 
both the matter and my ſelf have to 
| you ( the Repreſentative thereof) 7 
held my ſelf eblized topreſent the ſame 
unto you, to whom it doth moſt properly 
belong. And 1 ds entreat your favour- 
able Arceprance thereef, deſiring that 
= 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


it may not only ſerve you as your Remem- 
braxcer, but that it nd ph we alſo 
45 4 pledge of my gratituae for the many (+ 
favenrs which I have received from 

you, 18 whom 1 do profeſſedly acknow- | 
ledge my ſelf to remain, 
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Tory Devoted Stywant, || i 
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lpon the Dates of Ele- 


ions of Civil Officers in 


the City of Glouceſter, during__ 
the late Civil War, and fince. 
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Dionifio Wiſe Arm M ajore. 


TL... T hath been a Cuſtome (Worthy gFf0b. 2. 
\C |: > Citizcns ) upon ſuch Solemuities 4» 1643s 


Nag to make tome Narration of the 
WY Antiquity and Honour of your 
ESR City 3 But leaving that to berter 
Amiquaries, 1 hope it will ſuffice, WE 
> tell you rather what your Gtty is ar preſent, 
en what it hath been in times paſt; yea, ir 
ight ſuffice, conſidering the preſent ſtate of 
dings abroad, to tell you what your (y is not 
s well as what it is : for howſoever I (peak, ic 
ill be, ir muſt be In honorem Glouceſtria, to the 
onour of Gloncefter, Your Cry is as it was, 
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© Diomſio Wiſe Arm' Majore. 
many others have known (ad changes 3 but as 
you heard lately in a ſacred Aſſembly, —_— 
is Glouceſter ; others the objeRts of pitty, whileſt 
yours of envy. 

Your City is more then it was, more in deſert 
therefore mere in renown. 

Your City is 2 free City , ſo free from Popery, 
and ſo free from tyranny, that your conſciences 
are not enforced to be enſnared by the one, nor 
yet your perſons to be enſlaved by the other. 
T here is (uch a purity in your (acred (ervices,thar 
you may ſay They are gods. T here is ſuch a pro- 
perty in your eſtates, that you may ſay T key are 
your own. 

; Your (ity is a famous City, famous for fideli- 
ty, and famous for conſtancy in the cauſe of God 
and of the Common-wealth, { 

Yea, your. City-is a blefled Gutyyp»a Domino Be» 
xcd:&a, the bleſſed of tht Lord. He was in the 
midſt of it, when the enemies beſieged it 3 he 
fought for you when they fought againft you; He 
in his great mercy preſerved you from their great 
fury; and for it Bexedifzs fit Dominus, Let the 
Lord be blefled. When your paflages were topr 
on earth, rhere remained a way open to heaven, 
to ule the {weet expreſhon of one of your Di- 
vines. And thongh your perſons were denied 
earthly viſits, yet faithfull prajiers made by you 
and for you, had acceſle and audience above, and 
th. moſt High did viſit you in your low eſtate : 
When you were threatned, he cgcouraged you 
affaulted, he detended you 3 and though you were 
ſtraizhtned he enlarged you. W hileit your ene* 
mics were near you, your God was with you,and 
therefore they prevailed not over you. He brought 


Ye 
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Dionifio Wiſe CArm' Majore. 3 
you means of deliverance from afar, even from 
the Metropolis, the mother City ( he reward her The City of 
for of and thereby the Enemies removed that 1, gndon 
were lo near , lo near to your gates, (o near to ſem five 
the accompliſhment of theic defigns. And thus Regiments 
were you delivered, yea, thus were you bononred, gf theT r am 
which being premiſed cach of you may with ne4 Bands 
Saint Paul lay, #20 #K 4 onus MASS mMAITNGy 1 and Aux- 
am a Citizen of no mean or obſcure Ciry. But ;1;aries. 
you ſhall no logger retain your glory and fame, 4, 21. 
then you enjoy your Gad, nor can you longer 39+ 
enjoy your God then you endeavour to maintain 
his glory, who hath made you (lo gleriows in the 
eyes of all well afte&ted ro Religion, and the 
King and Kingdom. It is — of the Tyri- 
ans and Sidonians that they fertered and chained 
their gods, that they might nar depart frem 
them 3 but your Divines will tel} you, that the 
way to keep your God is to depars from evil and to 
ds good, then may you expe that he that hath 
kept you, and delivered you, will continue to be 
your keeper and deliverer. God kept and deliver- 
ed you, Et ſoli Deo Gloria, Let him alone have 
the praile, as the efficient cauſe, and principal 
authour of your preſervation and deliverance, yer 
let the inſtruments employed therein be acknow- 
ledged in the ſecond place. And asI with the 
Governour and the martiall Officers may have theic . 
due honour, and the Miniſters for their good 
praiers, and encouragements in hortatory and 
conſolatory (pecches their efteem 3 (o let none 
deny the Mativr and Cizy-Officers their commen» 
dation. 

As for M. Mator (o tranſcendent hath his care 
and pains been for the welfare of rhis City, and 
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amen. 


The Parlj. Thewed their zeal to jultie 


Dioniſio Wiſe Arm” Majore. 
therein of the Kingdom, that he deſerves the ſu- 
perlative degree, and not only to be called Major, 
but Maximw. He was a Captain as well as a 
Maior, a ſword-man as well as a gown-man 3 
and hew well he performed both places cjvill and 
martiall for the publike good I'necd nor tell you, 
his works will praiſe him. His couragious reſo- 
lution, unwearied diligence , untired patience, 
care in providing, prudence and integrity in ma- 
naging, piety towards God, and equity towards 
man, _ to the poor, and afftability ro all, are 
things praiſe-worthy 3 eſpecially being crowned 
with perſeverance in a year of remprations. And 
therefore having done (o well and done ſo wiſely, 
if we ſhonld imitate the Grecians, then he could 
be honoured with no lefſe then a grand EZogus, 
but howſoever let what is wanting in loud ac- 
clamations be ſupplied in true affefions; and as 
God bath bleſied us by him, ſo blefſe God for 


| for Jt. Corner he had lictle to do with us- 
kiries, whilett ſo many lived without law : and 
for his inquiſition ſuper tiſum corporis, he was 
careful! to take them where he might, the mar- 


' tiall Law claiming jurildiQtion in ſome caſes : 


But ( as an Alderman) he hath allo pur his help- 
Ing band to the keeping of your City, and his 
purſe hath been opcued to the maintaining of 
the Gariſon. ; 

T he Sberiffs have had ſew Cauſes to judge, or 
Writs to execute 3 they have nor had the power 
of their County, nor yer of their Goal; ſuch is 
the condition of theſe times, But they have 
Ge in ſanding for the 

2dome, in due atten» 
dance 


Higheſt Ggprs of the K 


Dioniſio Wiſe Arm Majore. 


- dance upon the chicfeſt Magiſtrate of your City» The Maior- 


and in obſervance of the reſt of the Juſtices. 
How entirely they have loved each other, how 
fairly rhey have demeaued themſelves to all, and 
how really they bave performed what they readily 
proteſted in their endeavours to promote the 
common good of the Kingdom, and the parti- 
cular welfare of this Ciry,you all well know. 

As for the Steward: , theſe will tell you of 
many 4rrerages of Rents 3 and that their layings 
out were more then their comings in: yet I be- 
leeve you will ſay that they are good husbendr, 
and I hope you ſhail finde them juſt Stewards ; 
and that they alſo can give account of ſome geod 
ſervice; not only for the Chamber,but the City ;nox 
only for the Gity but the Kingdom, 

And now theſe Gentlemen having thus a&ed 
their parts amongſt you, are to leave their Qfh- 
ces to others who are thought by the EleRors 
worthy ſro ſucceed them 3 and I beleevd 
you have heard their names, you will hi 
Their Names are cheſe, &c. @& cc. PEE 

Theſe I hope will endeavour to preſerve. and 
maintain the bonouy of this City, and gain 
nour ro themſelves by the well managing of the 
publike affairs , which that they may the berter 
do, I wiſh that as they have the examples of their 
predeceſſors, ſo they may have ſome of their aſſi- 
ſtance by councell ; and of you all by prazers. And 
I commend unto them the ſiugular exhortations 
of the Miniſter co be repeated by them in their 
praQice. 

T hele are not to be admitted to their Ofh- 


ces as Judges amongſt the Jews, by impoſition of See the 
hands upon their mop by inpoliticn” os Heb. Amt. 
ir 
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Nitolao Webb Arm Majore, 
| their hands upon the Book : Whereby they will 


not only manifeſt themſelves good Proteſtants, 
bur alſo good SubjeRs to their Soveraign, whom 
the Almighty guide and guard: And to con» 


clude let us all lay, Vruvat Rex v& vigeat Lex, Let 
the King live, and the Law bear iway. 
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I 1, Nicolao Webb Arm Majore. 


Am todeclare unto you ( Honoured Citizens ) 

the names of your new elected Officers : Bur 
before I ſo doy/Idefire with your leave to ſpeak 
ſomething concerning Goverment, with a parti- 
cular reflexion upon this place, ſomerhing alſo 
coficerning the Offices they are to bear, Ps the 
ſervice the old Officers have done z laſtly con- 
certiifig this change of Officers, and the grounds 
ther&of 3 All which I intend to diſpatch (o bries 
ſy punks thaz I hope I m_ neither offend 

patience, nor mine own conſcience. 

ANG focfwmcns Joubelefſ is of God, who is the 
God of order ; and obedience ro the jawfull com- 
mands of |awfull Govyernours ( who are called 
gods ) is due by divine right. Burt the kindes 
and forms of government, as Monarchy, Ariſte- 
cracy, Democracy, the power to be in the Prince, 
Peers or people, are in Saint Peters language (as 
I take it) arJpum xrins an humane Ordi- 
nance which if it may be affirmed of the gene- 


; up governs of a ſtare, then & fortiori of par- 


ticular corporations. Government as it is in it (elf 
"good, ({o ( being lawtully uſed ) is for good 3 
Jeaz 
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Nicolas Webb Arm Majore. 


yea, lo neceſſary to humane ſociety, that withour 

it there would be diſorder, and thereupon con- 
fuſion; for although the Philoſopher calls man 

7 ov Amy a creature fit for ſociety, yet with- 

our government What is a ſociety of men bur 
Bellua multorum Capitum,a rude multitude? When 

did Iſrael come nearer ro a Babel, then when it 

was (aid of that ſtate that they had no King, 
5x" W JIN P97 their Law was <Cuicquid j A 
libet licet, every one did what pleaſed himſelfz5 ** 

and our eyes and cars can witnefle how many : 
and great diſorders have been in theſe difſolute 
times,wherein the reins of government are ſome- 
what ſlackned. Far be it therefore for any of us 
to be in opinion or praQice againſt Magiftracy as 
inconſiſtent witb Chriſtian liberty, and {o become | 
wuewTyTYs x4Ta0egverTes delpilers of govern- + oy 
ment 3 but conſidering that government is a po- 2 Pet, (8K, 
litique predicemens conſiſting 'of ſuperiority and 
inferiorivy, the parts affording ( as in the natu- 
rall body) mutuall ſupport each ro other, for 
the good of the whole, ler us account it an haps 
Pinefle ro live under government, but more efpe- 
cially to be under good governours. And having a 
particular relation to this City and Garriſon, ler 
us blefſe him that hath bleſt us this year laſt paſt 
with ſuch Govyernours in Civil and Martiall af- 
fairs, as have in ſome good meaſure raken care 
for our ſouls comfort, and our ourward ſafety.and 
ſupport. 

If we of this City and Countrey with a ſcri- 
ous conſideration look back upor/the fingular 
paflages and occurrences during their gory 
ment, we ſhall. finde many arguments of praiſe, 


and engagements of obedience ro the moſt high 
B 4 God, 
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Nicolao Webb Arm Majore, 


God, the Lord of Hoſts 3 who hath made us the 
ſong of providence above deſert and beyond expe- 
Ration. Fer what proviſiens have been made for 
us ? what protefions have bcen afforded to us ? 
and what viffories have been obtained by us? All 
of them for matter and manner notable, yea ad- 
mirable ; ſo much of God hath appeared in all, 
and (o little of man, T hat God in the firſt place 
might have all the glory of wiſe contrevance, and 
effeftuall performance: yet by his allowance, yea 
command there is an honour to be given in the 
ſecond place,ro the inftruments that he hath ho- 
noured in ſerving his providence,7@ 7a THHV T3 
Tay, honour ro whom honour belongs. T here- 
fore for their further encouragement, others imi- 
tation, 2nd your gratefull commemoration, give 
me leaye to be your remembrancer of the vigilan- 
cy, valour, and fidelity of you: noble Governour 
and the (ouldiery 3 and of the praiſe-worthy en- 
deavours and dcmeanure of M. HMatior and the 
City- Officers : Concerning the latter, being 
moſt proper for this time and place, I defire to 
preſent you with a brief Index of their Authori- 
ty and ations. The government of Common- 
wealths and Cities hath often had mutations, 
re ndta _ urgent occaſions. Among the 
Gods we reade of the Patriarchall, judiciary ,regall, 
and ſacerdotall powers 3 and the Romans had ma- 
nifold kindes of Government, as Kings, Couſuls, 
DifAators, &c. There were ſometime in England 
ven ſeverall crowned Kings, of ſeven (everall 
and diftint Kingdoms, and in the ead the Weſt 
Saxons got the Monarchy, and had the imperiail 
Diadem ; and fithence the Hepterchy, many hun- 
dreds of years the Engliſh Government hath 
continued 


-”w ww 8w=-= «> . © a - 


ee as ai. at as ac YM ao 


__ _ £5. @.. SY MS 


- TT” ac mn FyYgr ww 


Nicolas Webb Arm” Majore. 


continued Monarchicall. During which time as 
many Corporations have been made, (o they 
have had many changes 3 T his among the reſt ; 
Bur they have been {till mutationes in melizs, by 
royall munificence, in the augmentation of pri- 
viledges. In'the time of King Foha this was a 
Burrough-Town, and ha wo Bailiffr, and four 
chief Bargeſſes, the Baihffs in the time of King 
Richard the ſecond were made Fuſtices of the Peace, 
King Ricbard the third made it a Mator-Town, 
and a County, with rwo Hundreds, ſubjeR to 12. 
Aldermen Juſtices of the Peace; And the Bai- 
liffs of the Town. ro be Sheriffs of the County. 
King Henry the ezghth made it a City. 

Now the Government of this Ciry being eſta- 

liſhed by Charter, the authority of our Juſtices 
is more permanent then it it were by Commiſſion, 
which is determinable- by the will and death of 
the Kinz: The Officers do much reſemble thoſe 
of the ancient Roman State, firſt in generall, The 
Government being by a Maior, Aldermen, and 
Common Councell ; It may be termed a Senate, 
and the Maior Princeps Senatzs, having alone a- 
monzſ{ aur Dusdecemurrt Enfigns of honour car= 
ried before him, and power alone to convocate 
the Senate. 

But more particularly, T he Mor as he is the 
Kings Lieutcnant,(o he may be termed urbis pre- 
fem one (er over the City: in reſpeR of his ex- 
amining and judging of matters within the Ci- 
ty, Pretor Urbanus, a City Prztor 3 as Clark of 
the Market, &E dilis Cereals. As for the good 
ſervice M. Maior did this laſt year, though by 
reaſon of his perſonall preſence I ſhould give the 
more ſparing evidence, yet without any —_—_ 
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Nicolas Webb Arm Majore. 


of flattery, I hope I may ſay thus much, That 1 
preſume you will acknowledge that he was 66; 
4 Saxoroters meayidry, the Miniſter of God for 
good ; for the good of your perſons and eſtates. 
His aQions will tell you his affeien to religion 
and juitice, and his opinion of rhe ;uſtneſſ of 
cur cauſe; Ir is ſo well known, that I need not 
tell you what countenance he gave to Miniſters, 
and their Miniſtry 3 what favour he ſhewed ro 
* good men and furtherance of good proceedings ; 
what care he took to keep the Courts and to 


#, £ City preſerve the City : paſſing by the watches, which 
eſaulted by ke duly provided, ler me bring you to the * South 


ate, Which being fallen by the batteries of the 
ate (iege, by his care was ſeaſonably rebuilt for 
ſtrength and ornament. 

And let me put you in minde of his religious 
deſire to perpetuate the memoriall of that won- 
derfull deliverance, not only by Inſcriptions but 
alſo by annuall Selemnity ; yea, further being 
in the midſt of his vear and cares made one of 
the Commitree of Parliament for theſe parts, 1 
belceve it is well known to moſt of you, that he 
had a ſpeciall hand in providing ſome mainte- 
nance for him whom you heard this day, and 
have keard ({o often, who is 1y4755 1awns Jian uns 
H4 u4yG an able Miniiter of the New Tec&3- 
ment. And allo in ferting up of lights in divers 
Places abroad, that were in the darknefle of ig- 


norance. And in particular ( to the end allo 


the = ighe receive the Golpel ) in ſetling a 
godly and faithfull Miniſter at S. Marics. Let 
me adde that conceiving his place ( as things 
ſtood) toengage him ro* have above others Cu» 
rem animerum ( without inſtitution) he _ 
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Nicolao Webb Arm' Majore, 


his providence and ar his charge take ſuch courſe 
that rhe City-LeFures were !upplicd. For all 
which and whatſoever elſe he hath dene for 
Gods honour gnd the credit and profit of this 
City, I defire you may not be ungrarefull ro 
God, nor unmindefull of hiaz. As for M. Coro- 
ner, if you enquire what he hath done; I be- 
leeve be hath Sans fee taken many Inquifitions; T 
wiſh his ſucceſlor may not be occafioned to take 
ſo many. He had nooccalion togive judgement 
upen Writs of exigent, Bar the {ad ſpeacles he 
had, eſpecially in the latter part of his year do 
manifeſt, that many live wirhour the fear of 
law though they are not our-iawed. His dilgence 
as Ceroncr in his enquiries ſuper viſure corporis 
hath been pa 3 but his trouble and pains as a 
Captain of the Trained Band, and as Surveyor 
of the City works were greater. And although 
he is now to leave the Othce of a Coronor, yer 1 
hope the common good will perſwade him to 
continue the other places ; albeit the encourages 
ment be (o [mall in reſpe& of private adyan- 
Lages 
"As for the Sberiffs whom ſome call Vice-Con- 
ſules, 1 may properly term them Duumvirt C api- 
tales, in regard of the charge of their priſon, and 
to ſee MaletaRors puniſhed. And albeir there 
is now a Governeur who ( being pretor Marti- 
alis ) hath made a Marſhalſey of rheir priſon, yer 
ſuch care have they taken thereof, as the conſti- 
tution of the time would permir. And if you 
conſider how they frequented the Church and 
the Tolſey 3 how they were brethren as well in 
afteion as ofhce 3 how obferyant they were to 
{uperiours, and how courteous to others, you 
| may 


Nicola Webb Arm Majore. 


may all bave matter whereforeto commend them 
and their Succeflours wherein to imitate them, 
As for the Stewards ( who are Quaſtores Urb 
«4 or &Erarij, becauſe they receive the Cit 
moneys, to disburſe them upon all occaſions 6 
publike expence.) I beleeve they have not laid 
alide Lurum viceſſtmarium the twentieth part of 
their receits ( as they did in their treaſury ) for 
theſe are not times of laying up, bur of laying 
on, and of laying out. Yer 1 doubt no: buf 
their account will render them both frugall and 
faithfull, perhaps it will (peak of arrears more 
then former accounts, but you need not marvell 
at it, for it is the language of the time. And to 
ſpeak of them all conjundtrm, why may not I call 
them all Tribuui Plebss, ProteRors of the Com- 
mons ? Now there is a change of Ofhicers, as 
there is a viciſſitude of things by the revolution 
of time. I would not have you think thar there 
is here the ſame reaſen as in naturall Philoſophy, 
| Corruptio uns eſt generatio alteriza, their intcgri- 
ty ſpeaks better tor them then ſo: Bur as by 
Charter their authority is granted, ſo their time 
i5 limized. And it is probable that as for the ho- 
nour and commen good of the City, and to #- 
void papular tumuler { as is in the Charter ex- 
prefied ) this annuall ele&tion was appointed : 
for there was a point of policy therein, lelt Of- 
ficers by long continuance might gain an art to 
deceive or to oppreſle. 

Yet the Rules of Adminiſtration ofthe Ofi- 
ces remain the ſame, though the Offices are 
changed and are not like the Pretors Edits in 
Rome,which are termed by Tulh,Lex ennuu,aLaw 
for a year. 

The 
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The Perſons that are newly choſen are ſuch, 
whoſe deportment I hope will commend their 
choice, ſo that to the a of EleRion, there may 
bt pcefaced bonum faFum, a good deed, as it was 
wont to the Decrees of the Roman Senate in two 
Capitall letters. 

T he Names of the Gentlemen that are cho- 
(en are as followeth, - 

T here need not to be an interim betwixt their 
deſignation to their ſeverall Offices,and their en- 
trance imo themyro enquire De ambitu # for they 
were choſen without ſuit and competition. Yer 
firſt ler me ſay ro them, that as they are to go be- 
fore others in place, ſo they are allo in good ex- 
amplezand as they are greater by Office, ſorhey 
oug hr to be greater ju care, as well of their own 
walking, as of their Cities welfare. And as for 
M* Major ele, I cannet commend a better rule 
unto him, then what I have often heard from 
him, which is, ts execute Fuſtice, and to maintam 
Truth ; for which purpole,be is to fortifie himſelf 
againlt remptarions, becauſe as Magiſtrates are 
$cuta terre, lo,they are ſcuta terres. And to you all 
let me (ay, that as obedicnce is due to the Kings 
lawfull Commands ws umigixorn, as (upream 3 
lo obſervance is due to theſ allo in their places, 
as Ter uivors, baving a derivative power by 
Charter from the Gingz to whpm they are ready 
ro reſtifie their allegiance,as they have to the Par- 
liament their fdeliy;and therewithall ro perform 
their reſpeRive duties in the goverment and (er- 
vice of this City : And if you will not take my 
word for it,you may (ce thera take heir oathes. 
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Extlemes, By the revolution of time,the year 
according to our City computation is at an 
end, althouyh according to other compurations 
it doth continue for divers monerhs. For as the 
Roman Amals, were deſcribed and diſtinguiſh 


_ ed by Coxſulſhips, lo axe ours by the Maioralcies 


and Shreivalties of ſuch and ſuck 3 ſo that cur 
years do expire with our Officers authority. As 


*they have their Commercements,(o rhey have their 


periods rogether. Looking back upon the year 
paſt, I ſee ir chequered with various paſſages 
providence, the particulars thereof being (o ob. 
vious,l paſle over with a filent admiration 3 anc 
ar prelegt rather chuſe ro acquaint you, that ou: 
Cicy Officers are wearied with their long atten- 
dance upon their {everal] imployments,and there 
fore now expet&t to be relieved : they have long 
born the burthens bf publike ſervices,3nd now are 
defircus to take their eaſe, and lay them upon « 
ther ſhoulders, ſuch ſhonlders as are deemed w 
able xo bear them, and therefore it is hoped the 
perſans will readily and, cheerfully undertake 
them. To facilitate the waxk, I ſhall wich your 
leave, and I hope good liking, preſcribe ſome 
rules and direCtions for their carriage : ro whic 
you will finde” the aRions of the preſent Off 
cers in many things to correſpond and agree, a 
cherein I ſhall propoſe them for examples to 
their ſuccedors: ' ſome things perhaps yol ma 
hade them,or (ome of them, ſomewhat deficient, 
but thereia I hope your pardon will be eafee, be 
Cauls 
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Luca Nourſe Arm' Majote, 
cauſe their ſervices have been difficult ; where the 
bulinefle is great you know endeavours are acce- 
_ T here is a dignity I muſt acknowledge in 

aring vn Offices, ye: there is a difþculty 
alſo in the right performance of duties, eſpecially 
concerning government; which is called an arr of 
arts,85 bard as excellent. 

T he duties of our Officers are compriſed in 
their oaths they are to take, which do all (pring 
from the ſame fountain, which is the Kings 
Charter, where I finde them exprefled in the 
ſame termes : te. To execmte the Office im all 
things touching the Office rightly, well and 
faithfully,and though they are to run in ſeyerall 
chaxnels, yer they are to be guided by the ſtreighr 
line of integrity, into the ocean of one common 
end, which is the pubczke weale of this City and 
County ; which end I hope the (everall Ofhcers 
eleted will aym at, and therein I wiſh they may 
all meer together in the execution of their Oth- 
ces. The ayde that I ſhall at preſent contribute 
thereumto, is by gloſling upon the (everall oa hs, 
ro give ſome brief charaRer of the ſeverall Oſh- 
cers, Which each of the Gentlemen ele& may be 
pleaſed ro Kcepr as their reſpeQive derefory, by 
way of an'additionall, or appendix to that (ca- 
ſonable, wholſom and grave covncell given this 


morning, by him whoſe perſon and pains do'de- ,, Nelme. 


ſerve eltimation. I wiſh more had heard his Go- 
&rine, ſuch of us as did I wiſh may maka a 20d * 
uſe of it. I ſhall rake them according to their 
ranks,and begin firſt with the Mator. T he Mator 
is the Kings Lieutenant, and therefore to lerve 
bis lawful power ; I do not,I may not (ay his us- 
juft will. He is to keep the City ro che behoot = 

x08 
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the King, alwaies remembring that he is alſo 
entruſted with the keeping of the gates by the C 
Parliament, where his power refides, though his © ** 


' perſon is abſent; he is ro keep the right of the I 
King,and do the profit of the King ; whoſe Of- n 


fice is allo to proreR his people, and maintain 
their juſt Rights and Liberties. He is in his ce 
place to adminiſter Juſtice 3 the rule thereof is 
Xhe Laws,the life of the Laws isexecution of them, 


Juſtice is by him to be adminiſtred to all indiffe- © 
rently and (eafonably, with wiſdom, courage and Il © 
ſincerity. He is the Head of the Corporation, (er - 


above others,nor to inſult over them,as if he were 
above the Laws, but to take care of them by IU?" 
watching for their good, to diſcover dgngers, and 
prevent them 3 abuſcs, and reform them ; edvan- 
2ages, and procure them. He is the City Pretor, 
and therefore to go before others,. and ro be ex. 1 
emplary unto others in all Offices of Piety, Ju- 
ſtice and humanity. He is Eſcheatoy of this City 
and County, and therein'to be ſubſervient to the 
Courr of Wards in the true finding of Offices ; th 
the grievances of which Court do much impor-. 
rune the Parliament to finde out a true remedy 
for their redrefſe. He js Steward and Marſhall of lu} 
the Kings houſhold within this City and Liber fot 
tics 3 but ( as things now ſtand) what he is ro 
do in that reſpe& more then bearing of the title, 
I know not. He is Clerk of the Market, and there- 
fore to [ook that the weights and meaſures be juſt, 
, the effiſes of bread and beer moderate z the fleſh and 
" fiſh wholſome. To contlude, He is (in an emi- 
nent reſpe&) to indeavour to preſerve and pro- 
mote the true Religion, together with the peace, 
the profic,the honour, and hee!th of this ow_ 
c 
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The next Officer is the Coroner. He is alſo an 
Officer of truſt and authority, of whom the Law 
rakes much notice, as being a very uſefull inſtru- 
ment in the Commonwealth in divers reſpe&s: 
chiefly in recording Pleas of the Crown, upon 
the view of the bodies of ſuck as die unnatucall 
deaths. Life is one of the greateſt favourites of 
the Law 3 and therefore upon {uſpirion of un- 
timely deaths, this Officer is to make a timely 
enquiry, uſing diligence in embracing the oppor- 
renity for his enquiry, and prudence in the ex- 
amination of the ta@ and circumſtances. Bur I 
mult rel] you he is an Officer of Peace, and a 
principall conſervaror thereot, not an Officer of 
warre. The bodies of thoſe that lole their lives 
inthis civill, ( I may (ay unnarucall ) warre, are 
\M not ro be viewed by him, he is rotake noin- 
queſt rhereupon 3 but the (upream Judge, the 
God of vengeance, who rides bis circuit thorow 
the world obſerveth chem, and will make inqui- 
fition for their blood 3 which cries aloud againſt 
the authors and fomemtors of this deſtruRive war. \ 
T he Sherifts are Officers _ for the 
conſervation of the peace of the County, and the 
ſupportation of the itate of the City 3 and there- 
fore in the (aid Charter are termed Bayliffs of the 
City and Sherifts of the County. T hey are to be 
employed in As judiciall and miniſteriall ; in 
the one they are to look to the cauſe more then 
he perſon, ro avoid periiality ; and in the other, 
to the command more then the reaſon,to avoid de- , 
layes : In bath, wiſedom is requiſite to direfF,and 
reſolution ro. T hey are to ſtand tor the fran- 
chiles, *nnd ro uphold the good cuſtoms of rhe 
(ity ro their power 3 and EEE ro haye _ 
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Luca Nourſe Armi Majore. 
like ſpirits in their publike places, making their 
own private eſtates, in a more then ordinary 
manner tributary to the publike ſtate of rheCor- 
poration. 

As for the Stewards and Chamberlaines of 
this Ciry, they are the City-Receivers, bur ſuch 
as uſually pay away more then they receive: T hey 
are the City- Pursbearers, whoſe burthens are 
moſt heavy when the common purſe is moſt 
lighr. As therefove they are to be diligent in 
colle&ing, (o they are ro be provident in dil- 
burſing the publike monies. Thbey are the (iy- 
Treaſurers, intruſted with the Corporation-Seal, 
Charters and Evidences, together with many 
utenſils belonging to the Corporation 3 and 
therefore to take care that they may be rightly 


| uſed and ſafely kepr. They are the City Survey- 


0rs,who by their obſervation and care are to or 
vent ruines,and to repair decayes. And art laſt,of 
all their ſervice they are to give a fair accompr, 
which may endure a juſt ſurvey. 

- Thereis tobe in all theſe Officers, as well as 
the Maror, leyalty to their Soveraign,and fidelity 
tothe City,with reſpeR tothe As of Common 
councell z they are all to be @uxiliaries in the 
Government, forthe common benefit and credit 
of the Corporation : for which purpoſe the 5 berifft 
and Stcwards are ſpecially obliged, to afford the 
Matortheir due obiervance and attendance. 

T he repre{emation of theſe CharaRers of our 
Cy Officers, I hope will have ſuch impreſſion 
upon the Gentlemen ele, rhat their praiſe 
will be ſomewhar ſuitable, and the rather, ſeeing 
rhey are to be faſtencd vpon them with the { 
cred tye of an oath. And 1 with ſuch gocd ſervice 

Fr 
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a $8 M.Maior and the reſt of the old Othcers have 
done in their ſeverall places, by their conformity 
thereunto,may be (o imprinted in your memories, 
that your due reſpefts may be aftorded them ac- 
cording to their merits. Particulars I need no: 


, exprefie,being (o well known, otherwiſe I migh: 


begin at M.Mators houle,and tell you of his hoſ- 
pitalityz and thence goto the Churches and tell 
you of his devetion,and how he had a chief band 
in the inviting 
nilter, to ſupply the room of the Biſhep, Dean ſon, 
and Chapter in the Colledge 3 thence I might 
lead you to the Tolſey and Bothal, and tell you of 
his watchings, juſtice, and <quiry: thence I might 
wal tothe key and Overs bridge, and tell you of 
his extraordinary care and indulitry. And of the 
reit I might tell you many things praiſeworthy, 
but I forbear. And for them all in zenerall, I 
preſent much thanks unto them all, in the name 
of the Gorporation. And now that I may no longer 
exerciſe. your patience, I come to publiſh rhe 
Names of the new e'c&ted Officers, which are as 
tolloweth 
T hele are the Gentlemen that are cholegrto 
bear the publike Offices of the Corporation tor the 
year next following, let them have your helping 
hands,tbat their burtbens may be the eafier born. 
And before the Gentlemen are ſworn, I ſhall 
make bold ro preſent my information untothem 
a2ainſt rwo dangerous malignants, that are not 
to be tolerated in any Parliament Garrilon 
'Theſe are Impicty and iniquity 3 with my hum - 

!e ſuit untorhem, that for the honour of God, 
their own honour, and the ſafety of this City, 
they will accerding to their Covenant, ( 8s 
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and calling to us of a worthy Mis M. Fack- 
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much ag in them lies) diſcountenance them,and 
endeavour their remevall from amongſt us, by a 
real] Reformation. 


, 


IV. Laurentio Sinzleton Arm Majore, 


Entlemen, T he change of Officers is the oc- 
caſion of this ſolemn meeting : And it is no 
marvell that I cell yeu of a chapgez for experience 
doth not only teach that men are mortal, but alſo 
thar cheir condirions (whilſt they live) are mu» 
rable, and (o are all ſublunry things wherewithall 
men havetodo : If proof hereof were requiſite, 
I need not go further then Glexceſter for an In- 
duCion .of particulars, for this place hath been 
the ſubjc& ot many changes 3 an2 rhar in ſeverall 
reſpeQs, borh in the times of our forefathers, and 
in this preſent age. There hath b:en a change in 
the name of this place 3 by the Britains it was 
called Cacr Glowe, the fair Town 3 by the R9- 
mars it was called Clevum, and here Amonzne pla» 
ced hi: Colonie,which was called Colonta Clevum , 
to be as a yoke upon the necks of the Szlurcs, who 
inhabited berwixt Severnc and Wyc. T he Saxons 
called it Gleauceſter, and we Gloceſter or Glouce» 
ſter. And as it hath been multtnomimis, having had 
ſuch changes in the Appellation 3 ſo it hath been 
multiformis. It hath had many changes in build- 
ings 3 for Cambdcu (aith, that it was Forturto igne 
quazer pene abſumpta ; and ſome change hath been 
ſince theſe rroubles,by the burning of the ſubupbs, 
ſo that it is as a garment without skirts, which we 


were willing to part wiihall, lealt our enemies 
| ſhould 
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ſhonld fit upon them. And now 'in Read of the 

old ſuburbs withour this City ( where there are 

rutuarum veftigia) there is a new ſtreer building 

within the City. But my principall meaning is, 
inreſpe& of rhe ſeveral forms of Government z 

for this hath been a very ancient Borough : For 

in the (/harter of King Fohn, it is ſaid, Secundum KzngFobn. 
Amiquam legem Burgti , quam h.ibuerunt tempore 
Amteceſſorum noſtrorum. 1n which Charter it is 
appeinted that the Common- Councel of the 
Burrongh ſhould chooſe two Burgeſſes, and pre- 

ſent them tothe chief-Juſtice at Weſtmenſter, for 

the prepofuture and government of the Town z and 

four Burgeſſes to keep the pleas of the Crown ; 

and to ſee that the other two juſte & legitime tra- 
fent, tam pauperes quam drones. From a Bailiff 
Town it was changed to a Maior Town by R.3. R. . 
who to the hundred of Glouceſter made an addi- 

tion of the two hundreds adjacent,which are cal- 

led the In-ſhire,vi7. the handreds of Dudſton, and 
Krngs Barton. Afterwards it was made a (ity by 

H.8. And now it is governed by a Maror and H.8. 
eleven Wdermen Juſtices of the peace. 

To omit the changes in reſpe of priviledges 
and Enftgns of Honour, there have been divers 
changes in the habits and manners of men inha- 
bicing within this place 3 for tempora mutamur, 9 
nos mutamur. There have been allo divers chan- 
ges in reſpe& of Trade 3 for heretofore there was 
a Guild Merchant 3nd a Mins ; and K. Fohngran- 
ted unto them to be free from Toll,and other im- 
mugicies 3 which Trade afterwards decayed. Bur 
of late it hath been ſomewhat revived by ſome 
Gen” who deſerve, commendation ; and I wiſh 
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ofthe Meathendizing Trade 3 which is the mott 
likely means tro Make this a Houriſhing City. The 
trade of Clothing is alſo ara low Ebbe 3 I wiſh 
that that might be ſer forward, or ſome other 
manufaQure for keeping of the poor at work. 
And as there have been changes in matters Civil, 
ſo there bave been allo in matters Eccleftaſticat!l, 
Here was an Abbey 3 but H.8. (that maBeus mo- 
ndſteriorum ) diffolyed the ſame 3 and made this 
a Biſhops Sce, with a Dean and Chapter, of fix 
Prebendaries, and indowed them with revenues, 
formerly bclonging to the (aid Monaſtery. Since 
which time there have been eleven Biſhops 3 yer 
it is ſaid that there were Biſhops here in ancient 
time, and that the Biſhop of this place was called 
ja C luvienfis 5 but after the Saxons prevail- 
ed, it was under the Biſhoprick of Litcbfield,and 
after that of {#arwich. And now inſtead of .E- 
piſcopacy ( which ſeems to lye in the dult) a 
Presbytery is expeRted 3 and Pretchers in ſtead 
of Readers, and a firitual in Read of a formal and 
pompous ſervice. And therefore ( as I ſaid be- 
tore) ir is no marvell thac Itell you of changes. 
Norwi:hſtanding theſe changes, this City hath 
not had ſuch changeras (ome other. places have 
had, which have been forced by boſtile power ; 
whercas this remains a Maiden City. And that it 
had net ſuch a change, this place hath been rhe 
occaſion of a great change in the affairs of this 
Kingdom. And as in the batrell fought near 
T ewxbury,there was as it were a period put tothe 
diſputes of the Houſes of Tork and Lancefter, for 
in that battell many of the Lancaſtrians were 
cut off ; and there amongſt drhers Prince Edward 


the ſonne of Hewy the fixth being apprehended. 
Was 


Lavrentio Singleton Arm' Majore. 
was {lain, ſo t hat that fide was not able to ſtand 
up againſt E.4- as the Chronicles declare : ſorhe 
ſtanding out of this placg in the lare fiege, made 
it the verticall port in this civill warre, for from 
that time the enemics more and more declined ; 
| inſomuch, as it pleaſed rhar reverend Judge Set- 
* BW gcant Hde, in his late Charge, fitting upon the 
Commilſlion of Oyecr and Terminer here, to tile 
Hs of this place, The conſervators of the Parliament 
of England, which was an higher exprefſion then - 
our modelty would have ſuffered us to have uſed 
of our (elves. And we account that a part of our 
bappineſſe, that as no hurt was intended to our 
King, ſo no hurt came to tim. And now confi- 
dcring all rheſe things, we ſhould endeavour thar 
there may be achange in our lives 3 and the ta- 
ther, farhence there is lo great a change in this 
place by reaſon of fickneſſes, which are as Gods 
phyſick for the ſoul 3 and if we do not amend 
thereby I fear our caſe is deſperate. Let us then 
ſhew our reſpe& to the Magiſtrates, who arc 
Gods Vicegerems in matters remporall, and to 
the Miniſters who are Chriſts Embafſadours in 
things ſpirituall 3 and to carry our ſelves in ſuch 
manner of converſation, enjoying the Sunſhine 
of the Goſpel, thar we may deſerve to be called 
*Probi homin:s de Glouc. which was a Title given 
t0 the Burgeſles of this place in the dark rimes ot 
Popery,as appears by divers Charters. 

And now give me leave to change my Speech, 
and by an Apoftrophe to addrefle my (elf rothe 
Officers of the year paſt; 8nd I ſhall crave of 
«bem leave ro change my former courle of parti- 
cular and perſonal commendartions 3 for although 


I might ſpeak ml II As and Attio 
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ons,for the honour and profit of this City, yet! 
had rather their own ations might be the Ora 
tors of their praiſes; for by ſpeaking ſomewhat 
perhaps I might add to their applauſe, bur nothing 
rothcir worth : tor many things I might ſpeak 
well of them,and yer perhaps I might mal? axdire 
for (o ſpeaking 3 for when I have hercrofore 
thought I had 

I have (carce eſcaped the cenſure of flaftery. And 
therefore in theſe times of Reformation I defite 
to reform this, and in ſtead of ſpeaking to the 
Commendation of the old Officers, I purpoſe to 
ſpeak by way of Exhortation to the new : the 
Names of them are as folleweth —--—— 

Now you Gentlemen that are eleRed by the 
24 Elefors to theſe Offices, although you are to 
enter upon your Offices in the nighr,yer they are 
no obſcure Offices, but Oihces of Truft and 
Credit : your Predeceſlors thele late years have 
had (as it were) a continuall z:zbt of troubles ; 
yet the ſtars of the greater and lefler magnitude, 
I mean the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
did afford them ſome light of comfort ; and now 
I hope the day of delrverance doth dawn upon us, 
In that night Light was ſown for the righteous, 
yealight did ariſe to them out of that darknefle, 
and I hope that we ſhall cre long ſee Feraſalem in 
good cendition, and peace upon Iſracl. And now 
give me leave to take occalien trom the ſeaſon of 
the x1ght, tro give you a word of Advice, which is 
ro keep a good watch; a good watch over your 
ſelves, and a good watch over others 3 you: are to 
watch over your ſelves,yea againit your ſelves,for 
you will finde ſelf a very great hinderance to you 
in the zoed performance of your duties. And 
therefore 


ept within the bounds of modefhy, 
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therefore beware firſt of ſelf-loze, that you be not 
carried away with by-refefs,tor your aims oughr 
to be as publick as your places,and you are to con» 
ſider, that you enter upon an Office,nor a Benefice, 
and theretore ſhould endeavour to perform your 
ſervice with credit, rather then for profit; and as 
you heard from the Miniſter tro day, there may 


a peny i got. And you'are alſo ro beware of ſelf- 
will, knowing that good Laws and Cuſtoms are 
to be your Rule for your carriage, and not your 
will: $zc volo fic jube9 is a very ill Motto for a 
Magiſtrate, when be ſhall give no other reeſon _» 
of his ations bur his will; And therefore as Lu- 
ther (3id to MelanAhon in another caſe, 1 ſay ts 
you, Luftare contra teipſum maximum boſtem, ſtrive 
againſt thy (elf the greatelt enemy tothy (elf. 

ou are 2l{Qo keep a watch over your paſſions, 
eſpecially of fear and anger; 1 do mean that baſe 
fear and puſillanimity of heart, contrary to the 
noblenefle of minde that ſhould be in a Magi- 
ſtrate, for the fezr of God ought to be cheriſhed 
inycu3z but you are not to fear the face of man 
in doing what is righ:, but to go on with 
Chriſtian courage. Facob in blefling of his 
ſonnes, ſaid cf Fulah, Fudah is a young Lion, Gen.49. 9, 
THT VAN 7:3 And afterwards it is [aid 10» 
FT1TVD BR NCITRS The Scepter ſhall not 
depart from Fudah; (o that men in Authority 
ſhould be vir: ſtrexut, otherwiſe their Authority 
will be negle&ed,and the cdze of their reſolution 
taken off trom execurin? of Juſtice. - It was the 
Symbole of Ferdinindus Ermperour of Rome, Fiat 
Fuſtitia aut pereat mundus ; and I ſay, Figs Fuſtitia 
ne pereas Crvitas, Let Juſtice be done leaſt the J 
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City periſh. 1 do nor ſay that every thing ſhould 

be {tretched up to ſummum jus, and puniſhed in 
ſevericy : There may*in ſome cales be uſed anf 
em#xei2, a moderation and mitigation in ſuch 
caſes as are left rodiſcretion. As for the paſſian 
of anger, that is the drunkennefs of tne ſoul, and 
diipoicfſeth a man of his reatonable ſoul, as it 
were, and hinders a man in knowing and dil- 
cerning truth. Therefore a watch is ro be kept 
ppon that paſſion. Holy anger ( which is called 
zeal againſt cvil ) is commendable, bur to give 
way to our own paſſions, and by calour of the 
Execution of Juſtice, to execute ſþJceu and maluel},, 
. 3s abominable 3 therefore we ſhould uſe anga;; 
#t miltte, non ut impcratore, as Sencce (aid, As 1M}, 

Souldier,not as a Commander. Aiſo you aretoW;; 

watch over your generall converſation, knowing W, 

that as you are ler above others, to you are more Ii, 

conſpicuous and obvious tg. others, and they will W 1. 

Keep a watch upon your ations: And ir is (aid, W.. 

Magiſftratus virum indicat, men in Anthority do ll (, 
diſcover themſelves what they are. And as you Wl (, 
are to watch oyer your ſelves, (o you are to watch Wl ; 

over others and for others 3 you are to take heed If 1, 
of triends,lealt they prove cnemics. Juſtice is (aid 
ro be blinde, not as if it were blinded by reaſon 
of ignorance, or of gifts, but becauſe it may nor 
reſpþeft perſons, thangh it doth diſcern the cauſe. 
And you are to watch fo? the good of others ſouls 
and bodics 3 for their ſouls in maintenance of 
Preachers, and ſuppreſſing thoſe houſes that are 
Nurſeries of vicez and endeayouring that the 
people keep a good decorum in obſervation of the 
Sqbbath and Faſting dates, ſo as to yield ourward 
conformity at leaſt 3 that ſo ir may be [aid of you 
| in 
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uid n your kinde and degree, &v]ct a ywuayrory Va 
oz v3» nur, The watch for our ſouls. And 
Iſo tor the bodies of others 3 for the ſecurity and 
ealth of their perſons, ro keep the City lafe and 
lean, andtolook to the Provitions, to keep 
#8tcþ over the Mark«t, and ro endeayour to re- 
fo:m abuſes therein, and to look to the afſiſcs of 
Bread for the good of the poor. You are alle to 
look to your Priviledges, Rights and Liberties,to 
maintain and preſerve them. I mult confeſſe thar 
lithence thele ſad diftraftions and troubles, 
be Wy hileſt our peace hath been inter upted, our lis 
« berties have in ſome reſpe&s been ſuſpended and 
I Fin:rcnched upon by ſuch as fled hither for refuge : 
but 1 hope the time will come wherein it may be 
0B iaid C edaxt arma 1072, and then it will be others 
$M viſc. Iris granted in the Charter of H.6.tothis 
place, T bar if any native ſhould live a year and 2 
1 day here,@c. wi:hout claim of the Lord, he was 
ro be tree from his Lord 3 bur I would nor have 
0 (ich as are forrainers thereupon to conclude, by 
ui [ome abode heregthar chey have a title to the free- 
OB lem of this Cirty,and freely ro work at any Trade 
UE bore; bur :o rake notice that they are to pro» 
| Wl vide for themſelves elſewhere. To conclude, if 
| I you Gentlemen ſhall be pleaiced ro keep this watch, 

and improve your parts and opportunities for the 
' common good, then the Burgeſſes according to 
' I the (aid Charter of King Fobn,thall live and hold 
' f ebeirpriviledges, bene,co m pace, libere, quicte (5 
honorfice 3 and you will anſwer our expeCtation, 
and perform your ſ(evcrall oathes, which now you 
are tO take, 
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nities. Although I need not tell you w 
the occaſion of this meeting is 3 yet I ſhall wi 
your good leave take an occaſion from the ſan 
to (peak ſomewhat: unto you of ſuch anniverſa 
El:Rions,and then acquaint you with the name 
of the perſons eleed and choſen ro bear Office 
among{t you for this year next following accord 
ing ro our Charter 3 which being done, I deſire 
with the favour of the new ele&ed Officers to 
addrefſe my (elf unto them in a few words of a& 
vice, and to ro conclude. In all which I purpoſe 
to be ſhort and yet plain. And firft being wh 
ſpeak upon the Theam of anniverſary or year| 
Ble&ions, I hold it not improper to reg 
ſome particulars ro your conſiderations of Ele. 
Rions in generall. 

1. Thar there are Powers and Authorities ex- 
erciſed in Civil ſocieties} that are not by EleRi- 
on 3 ſome Fure naturali by the Law of nature, as 
the power of parents over their children, and 
ſome Fure genttum, as the powers of tbe Conque- Wp 
rors over the conquered : Here grew Poreſtss Wo 
Dominorum tm ſervos,the power of Lords over their Wt! 
ſlaves or villains, which was much known in Yu 
the times of our *nceſtors, and: our Law-books fn 
have many caſes concerning them 3 whence I lp 
colle& that the beginning and cauſe of villenage WW! 

y 
L 


or lervitude to be this, That there was a great. 
meaſure of community of things till Noah's 


Hood, but afterwards, by the mnlciplication of . 
people, 
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ople, came in a ſtri&er property, and holding 
f chings more in ſeveralty. Then people nor 
xeing contented with their own, there arcc bat- X 
{s,and thereupon a conſticution of Nations was 
Mnade,that thoſe that were taken in bartell ſhould . 
de ſaved alive, but yer be bondmen for ever to | 
hoſe that took them, to do with them and theirs 
they pleaſed. And therefore lome Erymolo- 
ſts hold they were called Seri, pot: 4s & Servan- 
9quim ſerviendo. Now in regard of the tyran- 
y and cruelty of Parenis and Lords in the exer- 
ihng of theſe powers and Authorities,there have 
Wccn poſitive Laws and Conſtitutions made in 
everall States for bgunds and limitations of 
hem. 

2. That in Powers and Authorities that are 
Fure civili vel Pefutrvo,cherc ElcRions have place. 
Df the antiquity and neceſlity of Government 
you heard from the Miniſter in a learned Diſ- M. Nelme. 
ourſe this morning 3 now I ſhall adde, Thar 
riginally perſons came to govern by EleQion, 
+ Wor altbough ar firſt when there were bur a few 
- MWfamilics in the world, then the- Patriarchs and 
s {Heads of families governed without EleQon ; 
| FWyer afterwards when the world began to be peo - 
pled, then families grew into Societies, and madg 
one great family as ir were 3 3nd thereupon by 
the common agreement of the peopleOne was ler 
up, Penes quem imperium foret,that ſhould have do= 
minion over the reſt for the berter keeping of 
=_ and order amongſt thcmſelves,and the pre- 
rvation of them trom violence of ſtrangers, 
who was to a& in ſuch manner as was agreed 
upon. And I make no doubr bur the Monarchtes 


that now are hereditary, and go by ſucceilion, 
| were 
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were at firſt eicher by Conqueſt or Ele&ion, « 
both,the people aſſeming afrer, which was in n! 
ture of an Etxftion : And the peoples chuſing 
one to bear rule, and inveſting kim with powe 
and authority, muſt needs have an influence upe 
all the ſabordigate and derivative powers and a 
thoriries which he is neceſitxared ro make a 
ofe as helps in government, as'Mofes who is « 
ted King in Feſharxn, or among the righteous, by 
the adrice of Fethro his farher in lawdid: A 
the Miniſter gave 2 good reaſon for it, Becaui 
where one is to govern a greet people rhe bur 
then is roo heavy for one mans ſhoulders, w 
of fees in this Kingdory are by the Co 
law, or the general cuſtoms of the Realm, ſome 
by parcicular cuſtoms of places, ſome by Statu 
law, ſome by Commiſſions, and ſome by charter. 

EteA:ions are manifold and various, both i 
reſpe& of the Elefv*s and the mauner of Ele& 
ons 3 as ſomerimes Ele&ions by Wards, by 
riſhes or Hundreds ; anſwerable ro which then 
were amongit the Romans their Aſſemblirs cz 
led Connitra tributa, curiata and Centuriats ; all 
ſomerimes by Counties: And in reſpc& of the 
manner,ſometimes by Fortes, lometimes by boldax 
wp of bends, ſometimes by Lots 3 and that ſeven ® 
waies, as by white Beans, as of old among rhe 0 
Athenians in chuſing of their Senators ; and” 
ſomerimes by gnilded Balls, as now is uled off * 
mongſt the Yeuttizns in Ele&ion of young me: d 
tothe participation of the City rights and lit b 
tics : Bur where the” EleRions are by Chanier P 
ſuch as our Ele@ion is, as well che EleRors 4 t 
the manner and formalities of the EleRion wil P 
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M their Charrers the Mars, Bailiffs or other Ofi- 
nM cers of Corporations are choſen by the Commi- 
g off nalry or Bargeſſes, and in orhers by a certain 
well number of them : 4nd fo ic is with us, for our 
Charter having appointed rhe Common councell 
to be the Repreſentarrve boay of the Burgeſces, hath 
ff z|ſo appointed T'wenty four of the Common councell 
only ro be the EleRors. And let none of che 
Common Burgepes repine thereat ; for in moſt 
\M places where the EleQions have been left co all 
va tbe Burgefſes by the Charter, yer by experience ir 
ur bach been found, that in thoſe places, the ov(nall 


Eleions have been and are by a ſclefed number, 5,, the . 
Caſe of 
Corporat;- 
ons Co. 4. 
Rep.78. 


old and ſuch EleRions have been held good in Law, 

J and to be warramed by their Charter upon a 
preſumprion that there was at firk ( by the com- 
mon conſent of the people ) ſome ordinance and 
conſtitution made amongſt them for ir, ro-avoid 
popular confuſion. And as our Charrer appoinrs 
the EleRors to be of the Common councel|, ſo 
that the eleRed ſha'l be of them roo, as being 
deemed the beſt ſorr of Citizens, as the Mazi- 
ftratws Patricti in Rome were choſen out of the 
better ſort of Romans. 

4+ EleQions are to bear Offices either Judici- 
all or Miniſteriall or both in different reſpe&s ; 
of which nature all ours are, that are now to be 
-undertaken upon this EleCtion, excepting only 
Maſter Maivr. And yer ( ina fenſe alſo) he may 
de (aid Minifteriall, and thar nor only in regard 
be is ſubordinate to higher Powers ( as the Sa i- 
pture ſpeaks of Kings and ſuch as are et in Au- 
thority ynderthem ) bur alſo in rripect of rhe 
people over whom and for whom he is to govern, 
in which regard the Apoſtle cals the Magiſtraze, 
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Os Navv& its m dal v, The Miniſter of God 
for good. 

1 hele things concerning EleRions in general 
being premiſed, now I come to ſpeak ſomething 
of what I promiſed concerning cle&ions anul 
or revewed year by vear : touching which you 


' muſt know, that our Common Councell is not cho» 


ſen yearly as the Senators of Athens of old were, 

or thoſe of London lately. And now I ſpeak of 

London,how can I name it without an honourable 

thought or Chriſtian ſympathie ? when I conk- 

der their labour of love towards us,and their {in 

gular piece of (crvice in the relieving of this Ci- 

ty, by raiſing the ſiege thar was againſt it ?. and 

how can you do lee, then with me to rendeca 

thankfull acknowledgement, . and afford them 

hearty well-wiſhes of peace and proſperity ? 1 

could expatiare my (elf in the praitcs of that me- 

ther City,bur I ſhould make roo great a digrefiion, 

and therefore I return ro the point of Awnual 

Elefions : Our Common-Councel|-men are to 
continue for life, unics removed for ſome juſt 

cauſe; but the Officers now chq(en, arc bu: ro con- 
tinue in their places for one whole ycar, and who 
knows whether they ſhall io long : for you know 
that one of the Sheriffs this year M.Henry Ell 
by name, had his Writ of diicharge and dicd in 
his Shrievalry: bur being ſenſible thereof,and not 
contented with his exprefiions of his love ro this 
City before, and our of his zeal ro advance mer- 
chandizing therein afrer his deccaſe, he made 
ſome eouttons for the (ame in his Will, out of 
his adventure at (ſea, thereby leaving a good ex- 
ample co others, and 2 memoriall to poſterity of 
bis publike ſpirit and good afteRion ro this pu 
ow 


\ 
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Now for the ground thereof, I conceive this an- 
nuall ele&ion was inftitured. bur of politicall 
l prudence, both in favour to the Officers them- 
*M (clves,that the burthen of care, —_ and trou- 
ll ble incident to rhe execution oft thole Othces, 
vY might nor lie (o long'upon them as to oppreſle 
* © them,or endamaze their eſtates; and in reipeR ro 
> the people thar are to live under this govern- 
'Y ment 3 that thoſe that bear Office baving ſo 
el ſhort a time, may be the more aRiye for their 
J 

- 

| 


good, and lefſe inclineable to break the rule; of 
Fuſtice and Equity. 

Now although there is an yeerly eleRion of 

«El Officers amongft us,yer it is nor at their eletion 
1Y to govern or execute their Offices by an arbitrary 
ni power, for there are known rules of proceeding 
IN and ating, partly by traditional cuſtoms, which 
- Bl are unwritten Laws, as (ometimes the Lacedemo- 
) WF ning were governed 3 and partly by Laws,which 
UE ace « written cultom as the »Atbenians ; yer there is 
0Y not amongſt us as it was amongſt the Athenians, 
LY 2n emmyeieynvie vouur, an yearly confideration 
"and change of Laws, wherein the pegple had a 
0 great ſuffrage 3 for although ( pro re naz4) as oc- 
caſton requizes, our Ordinances of, Common- 
Councell and by-Laws of the Leet may be alter= 
ed,and dthers made pro bono regimine  guberns- 
tone (they are the words of the Charter)the good 
government of the City 3 yer in matters Fudiciall, 
where we are to follow the example of the ſupe»- 
rior Courts(be they Criminall or Civill)rhere is 
one rule and ſer form of proceeding and judge- 
ment; and therefore all (ach Cauſes as thoſe 
Criminall and publike Cauſes in Xgme, may be 


called queſiione ; 
queſtiones perpiu D by 


1 —Q,, oc 1 »n© + > I” - 


_ 


33 


34 Faſpero Clutterbook Arm Mejore, 


By this'time I thiak. you defire to know who 
are the Officers for the year next enſuing z and 
according tro promiſe I will acquaint yoy there- 
with: the Names of them are theſe —— 

' Now Gentlemen, you that are choſen to theſe 
Offices, give me leave to tell you, thar the wiſhes 
and hopes of the Elefors and of thoſe preſent and 
abſent,are and will be, That your carriage durin 
the continuance in your Offces may an, 
their choice, And if pleaſe you to have parience 
td hear a word of advice from me to further the 
ſame, i: ſhall be diſparcht, in preſenting to you 
one fingke ( and yer in my judgement fingular ) 
rule for your obteryance, thart is,In all things to 
ule a mediocrity, and ke:p the golden mean, 
which is a thing as beautifull in the eye of a mo» 
ralift,as a ſymmetry and due propertion of mem- 
bers in anaturall body 3 whereunto Keckermgn 
compares it. I would not be miſtaken as it I in- 
rended hereby ro commend unto you a dereftable 
neutrality, or a lukewarm L aodicean remper of (pi 
rit, after all your Covenants and Engagements to 
and with God and man, inſtead of a ipirit of 
zeal, and a cenſcionable and vigorou: perfor. 
mance of your duties; 1 mcan no ſuch thing: 
bur my meaning 18, that you ſhould rzmrey urrumg; 
renere, keep your ſelves from running upon ex- 
tremes, to ſteep the cefſel in the madit of the 
channch, that it daſh not againdt Scilla, nor be in- 
2 nar in Charybass; withing you may have 

owledge and ' prudenee rherein to be your 
guides and the glory 'ot God and rhe publike good 
your exds. And that I may more explain my felt 
by deſcending ro (ome particulars: 

1. In Religion,chat you krep a mena 3 not = 
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I would have you regardlefle thereof, ro belike 
Galle in the Aﬀvy, ro care for none of thoſe 
rhings, whether people came to the Congregation 
or no, or unreſolved men in the points of the 
objet and manner of your Worſhip, as the !ſ- 
reelites in the time of Eltah, who were ſaid to halt 
betwixt two oPintons 3 bur yer to keep a medi- 
ocrity in your opinions and praQtices,conſidering 
that whar Ariftorle (aid of Verrue, that it was bg» 
bitus in mediocritate pofitns, that may be alſo (aid 
of Truch. Truth and Verrue are berwix: errors 
and vices on both hands, and -therefere in Scri. 
pture we read of deviations and turnings aſide ta 
the right hand and the left, yer alrhough they 
are in the middle,they are diſtanced from the ex- 
tremes by a Geometricall proportion, having more 
cognation and affinity with the 0:1e then the 0- 
ther, as the inſtance may be given in leberatrry, 
whereunro prodizality comes necrer then covetouſ- 
neſſe. Therefore in reſpeR of your felyes, you are 
to keep the midway berwixt irreligion and ſuperſit« 
tion; not to be prophane, or as Horace ſaith,perci 
dcornm cultores, (paring and niggardly worſhippers 
of the deity,nor yer ſuch as the Apoltle Part c2l- 


led the Athenians in the Aﬀs,Acrmlmunrgipous; g&4.17.22 


we read it too ſuperſtitious, bur Bexs tranſlates 
ir quaſs religioftores roo religious + You are nor to 
place your religion in what you ought not 3 to 
make more ſins then God bath made, nor lefſe, 


but 5pJomd\iy ro go with a right foot according (344. 2.14. 


to the truth of rhe Goſpel. 

And in reſpeR of others ; that as you are not 
to parrenize or countenance error or herefze in 
2ny,yes on the orher fide you are not to be of rhe 
rewper of ſpirit rowards all difſencers, as thoſe 
x D 2 Diſciples 
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Diſciples were of, who would have 7g xgma- 
BlGa: amo rs ve2v0u, fire come down from Hea- 
ven upon the Samaritans, but to uſe a moderation 
28 lovers of truth and pcace. And ( if I may be fo 
bold as roexplain my ſelf ) I would (ay, that as 
you are carneſt|y ro contend for, and conſtantly 
to hold faſt unto the truths OP: ſo you are 
diligently to ſeek after, and carefully to conſerve 
the peace of Chriſtians. —_—_ the time where- 
in, and place where you ſhall bear Office, you 
may meet with ſome diſſenting brethren of the 
ſame religion, then if you ſhall finde the difte- 
rence to be in points thar are diſpurable, and as 
yet determinable,or that the truths concerned are 
of the lefler magnitude and inferior nature,” ſo 
thar the errors you ſhall diſcover be not in the 
fundamentals or touch nor upon the vitals of 
our r&igion, and they are not maintained with 
thar pertinacy, as the conſcquence thereot may be 
any notable Jiforder or diſturbance of the c1vill 
peace 3 then if I may declare my opinion ( and I 
thigk ir differs not from thar of learned M. Cot- 
$0n,) you are to be as tudious of unity as zealous 
of uniformity. 

2. In matcers of Juſtice the Miniſter told you 
well of your duty in exccution of Juſtice, and the 
bleſlings you and the people might expe there- 
by. Now I ſhall ſay that you may ſo do, you are 
to keep the mean, that in the adminiſtration of 
Juſtice borh in the matters of the Crown, and 
Civill cauſes berwixt party and party, there may 
be indifferency and equality, that in the puniſh- 
ment of offenders there may not in the balance 
of Juſtice be underweight made through fear or 
favour, nor yer overwerght made through igno- 
Iance 
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rance or malice 3 that a mean be kept berwixt 
fooliſh piry and ſeverity : the Wiſe man ( that 
Kingly Preacher ) ſaid, ne - juſtus nimiton ; for 
as peccats non ſunt equalia, lo there arc many cir- 
cumitances that tend to the extenuatiori or ag- 
gravation of offences, which nor being conſider- 
ed,you will fall under that rule, ſummuom jus ſum- 
ma injuria, for,ſtreyning 31l caſes up to the extre- 
mity of Law, may in ſome caſes belittle lefſe 

then injury 3 an Emblem of this moderation you 

have ih the Romane faſces and ſecurk, an axe 

wrapped in burchen rodds, which was carried by 

rhe Lifors ( in nature of our Serjeants) firſt be- 

fore the Kings of Rome, and afterwards before the 

Conſuls: and M.Godwyn in his Romane Awiquz- 

ties gives this reaſon, to intimate the different 

puniſhment that belonged to the notorious, and 

petty malefaorsz and another reaſon he gives 

too, that the anger of the Magiſtrate mighc be 

ſomewhar abated,whileſt rhe reds were unbruding. 

And for an example you have Solon the juft,the 

famous Lawgiver of the Athenians, who took 

away and ablidhe youovs AtdxorTC), the cruetl 

Laws of one Draco, who puniſhed all offences 

great and (mall alike. 

And as touching the deciding of Civil Con- 
troverlies, that the ſcales of Juſtice may nor turn 
wich the touch of by-reſpe&s, bur onely with rhe 
juſt merits of the cauſe. Now that you may 
have ſo juſt a ballance and rightly make uſe of ir, 

1. You are to look upon the Laws with & ju- 
diciouseye 3 for as you heard this morning, to 
tollow your own will and not the will of the 
Law is not juſtice ; you are therefore ro look 
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upon the Law, nor only = lerter, for Qui bares 
3 m 
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in liters beret ix cortice, but on the ſenſe of the 
Laws,and the ground of the m.aking of them. 

2+ To look dircaly on rhe cauſe, and not ob- 
liquely on the perſon, not ro have a @ggormn- 
alia, a reſpeR of perſons in judgement. 

3. Not to look on things and ations mn ab- 
ſtrefo,nakedly and barely, bur in concretoclothed 
with accidents and circumitances. 

3- As touching the colleing, receiving in 
and laying our of the profics and revenues be- 
longing to this Corporation, that there be a mo- 
deration uſed, not to be too {lick or remille in 


Receipt s,or too profule in dicburfements ro the pre= 


judice of the Chamber, nor yer xoo quick or ſharp 
upon the Tenarts in gathering in, or too nig- 
gardly or ſparing in laying out te the diſboupur of 
the City. And there js a thing ca'led*Hoſpitalaty, 
it there were any need I ſhould ſay thus much, 
that ( reſpeRt being had to the credir of your 
pony it 1s not be mcan, and yet a mean is to be 

ept therein, not only in reſpe& of your eſtates, 
bur alſo the preſent condition of the times, as 
you were ſcaſonably admoniſhea lately by a re- 
verend Divine in publique, 

- #4. That in your generall carriage and con- 
yerſation a mean be kept, that you be nat of a 
haughty or harſh ſpirir, for though you arc lifted 
up above others inplace, yer you are not ro be in 
minde : A Maziſtrate is to have f:ritum magurem, 
a great ſpirit, but not fpiritum elatum, a proud 
ſpirit, but to be meek, humblc and afable,which 
will adorn Magiſtrates as well as others,and ſuch 
vertues are not dag, but well may confit 
with Chriſtian courage, yer I would not bave 
you neglect the reſpeR due $0 your places ont -n 

pulil- 
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pukllanimity in vigdication of your (elyes, or an 
afteRation of popularity how to preſerye your 
relpe&, you were we!l taught by the Miniſter. 
And you are to know, that demeanure is beſt in 
a Governour,, when it iz {o rempered as it at- 
traQs both love and tear from the inferiours. 

T hele things I have propoſed unto you in ge- 
nerall, defaring you ro make application in your 
ſeyerall places, reddendo finguls pngulis. 

And now I think it 11me ro wind up all, and it 
ſhall be ia che expreſſion of the Poer, 

Sit modus inrebus ; med $131 [ſims thiss 

I ſpeak it to each of you, ro keep the mean is the 
lateſt way, and not only (o,bur alſo comfortable 
and profitable for others, if you ſhall (o de- 
mean your ſelves with a wiſe moderation. As 
therefore among the Ancients ( in (ome places 
before rhe knowledge of writing and printing ) 
it was a cuſtome to hog the Laws that they 
might not be forgotten, {[o the people may have 
cauſe to ſing that you haye not forgotten the 
Laws and Taudabl: examples of your prede- 
ceſſars, and the good cuſtoms of this (u9 : ro the” 
obſervance whereof each of you is 10 be obliged 
by a ſulemn oath, which is ready to be now ad- 
miniltced uato you \ 
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E Oneured Friends, Burgeſſes and athers, Your Ofob.29. 
preſence here I rake to be an argument ra- 16482. 


ther of yaur good affeRion then of your carneſt 
D 4 expeQation 
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expeQation of ſome new thing 3 for theſe ſo-' 


lemnities are nor ſo muchto be accounted new 
as renewed, ſecing our Charters and our Cuftom; 
are the direfory of our proceedings. I fhall there- 
fore give you ſome account according to the 
uſuall manner of what votes paſled in the cle» 
&ion Chamber, touching Officers for this pre- 
ſent year next following, whereof ſome are per- 
ſons newly choſen into old Offices, and others 
with a little remove continued in their Offices 
by a new eleRion 3 yer thereby neither are en- 
abled ro aRion without a conſecration to their 
Offices by oathes,which remaineth to be done in 
this aflembly. Burt before the adminiſtration of 
the oathes, or the nomination of the perſons that 
ſhall rake them, give me leave to preſent unto 
you my ſerious thoughts of that ſubje&, by ac» 
uainting you what I take an Oath to be, and 
= kindes thereof, with the ſeverall forms and 
ends of the taking ef oaths, which I ſhall endea- 
vour to do briefly and ſuccin&ly as the time 2d- 
moniſheth me; and then to cefle& the lame by a 
word of application, according to the preſent oc- 
caſion,hoping and defiring that whag I ſhall ſay, 
may be borh | aſcnnkle and accepraMB.- £2 
An Oath is acalling of God, or ſomething 
inſtead of God, to witneſle for the confirmation 
of the truth of whac is ſpoken. I define it thus, 
that I may comprehend all kindes of Oathes,uns 
Jewfull and lawtull, 
An Oath may be (aid unlawfull either inre- 
ſpe& of the objzeR, that is, that by which a man 


_ ſwears,by falſe gods,or by the creatures,as by the 


light, or any thing we cat and drink,or any other 
thing belides God, which is ro make an idoll of 
| them, 
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them, and the oath no better then an idolatrous 


tion and praQite of Oaths ( as I take it) were 
the ſecrecy of mans heart and Gods omnilcience: 
Ir is his (ole prerogative to be xapNoyracrs, the 
knower and ſearcher of the heart gna conſcience 
and of whar lies bid there : T houghrs (which are 
ſaid ro be free in reſpe& of the cenſure of hu- 
mane Laws,becauſe unknown ) he taketh norice 
of, ſo that we cannot without impiety give this 
glory to a creature. 

2. InreſpeR of the (ubje matter, when it is 
2922inſt the rule of Juſtice, as-the Oath Corbax, 
condemned by our bleſſed Saviour, whereby ( ac= 
cording to 2 Phariiaicall tradition ) children 
held rhemſclves exempt from yeelding due ho» # 
nour tO their parents : 1 he Agathema or oath of 4-23: 
execration Which Pauls enemies took, thar t Sn 
would nor eat nor drink till they had killed him, 
ſuch oaths are better. broken then kept, becauſe 
the ebſerving bt them increaſeththe fin of man, 
and conſequently the wrath of God. 

3. Or in reſpe& of the occafion, when it is 
ſleight or unneceſlary, it is an unlawfull oath, al- 
though the party doth {wear by rhe true God, for 
it makes his reverend Name vile and contemp= 
tible, by diveſting ir of the dignity due unto it 3 
and isa taking of it in vain, and a plain propha- 
nation of his holy Name 3 and thercfore in the 
Statute againſt ſwearing it is called prophane 
(wearing 3 for I conceive the motive of an oath as 
well as the matter, ſhould be rcs gravis weighty 
& of moment:ir ſhould be raken, ngceſſitatis canſs 
non libidinis aut voluptatis, as M.Calyin peaks, nce 
for or at pleaſure, bur upon ſome neceſlity im- 
poſed, 
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olſed, which ſome take to be implied in the Hr ſg. 
2595 word YVIWI which is in the paſlive voice 
and ſignifieth rather ro be ſworn then to (wear 
23 Furatas eſt among ſome Latin Authors. 
A \Serring rhele unlawfull Oathes aſide as dete. 
ſtable abuſes of divine Majeſty, I come to ſpeak 
of lawfull Oathes, which is more direR ro my 
purpole;for ſome Oaths I hold Jawfull, contra f[.. 
to their opinion, who becauſe vain Oathes ar: 
condemned, therefore by a miſconſtruRion wil 
ailow of none art all. c 
<Quotuplex As for lawful] Oathes, they are either provat 
or publike, ſpoxtaneous or confirained; But tha 
which we call a legall Oath, or an Oath in a 
Law ſenſe, is when it is adminiſtred by or taken 
in the pitſence of one or more thereunto lawtul- if 
ly authorized. 

t. Either for deciding of 4 controverſic, a 
aſſertory Oaths taken by Witneſles. 

2. Or for the performance of a truſt or ſer- 
vicc,as promiſſory Oatbes taken by Officers or Mi 
niſters. lf « 

3- Or for the diſcovery of the opinions and | 
affcQions of people, as the probatoric Oaths of St- 
premacy, appointed by the Stature 1% Eliq. aul 
of Allegiance appointed by a Stature z* Fac IE 
for the bercer diſcovery of Popiſh recuſants. | 

4- Or for to oblige and engage perſons too 
rerain them in loyalty, faithfulneſle and truſti- 
nefle towards others, as the ſabmiffary Oates of 
ligeance raken by ſubje&s ro the King, which 
hath been ulcd in Leets or Lawdaies,and the Oath © 


of fealty by tenants to their Lords. 
Forms. As touching the forms of raking\ef Oaths ig 
celpe& of geſtures and wards, I fir _ very iſ 
| ents 
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ifferent- As putting the hand under the thigh? | 
the Patriarch 4braham made his ſervant Ele» Gen-24. 2. 
UBE-r:o do, that he ſhould ner take a wife for bis 
on from amongR the Canazanites-And as the Pa- Gen. 47. 
iarch Facob cauled his ſon Foſeph ro do, that he 29, 
hould net be buried in Ezyfr ;5;wbich I take to 
x rather a token of (ubje&ion, then to have any 
nyſticall Ggnification of Circumcifon or the 
omiſed ſeed, becauſe I finde ic only uſed from 
iferiours ro ſuperiours 3 and ir ſeems the (ons + 
f Deved, and chiet of Tſracl uſed the ſame geſture 
1 (wearing fidelity ro King Solomon, when he 
ate on the T bypne, for in the original it is that 
bey gave T2 NDP TV Their hand under 1 Chro.29. 
Solomon, rendred by our Engliſh Tranſlators, *** 
ubmitted them ſelves to Solomon. 

2. There was another geſture of ſtanding be- 
xethe Altar in the Tabernacle, and afterwards 
n the Temple. 

3. T here was alſo a geſture uſed of lifring up the 
Mnd,as Abraham (aid to the-King of Sodom, that Gen.14.2 2 
x had lifted up his hand to the” Lord; the moſt 
igh God,e&c. that he would nor take any thing 
this, which geſture was uſeTin the raking of 
ur Solemn League and Covenant 3 that Cove- 
nant, whoſe matterzart the time of the firſt raking 
e of it, was nor more cauſe of joy to rhe well-affe- 
 Kied,then the manner of obſervance fince, may be 
{ FFovle of grief ro us. 
b 
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Bur the moſt ordinary way With us is putting 

f the hand upon the Book, and afterwards rhe 
iſſing of ir,which is (as 1 — much as 
{men or So be it. Which I rake to be the reaſon 
kerefore it is called a Corporal! Oath, in reſpe& 
f the bodily ceremonies uſed in the taking of of 

| s 
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As for the words of Invocation or Petition 
which is uſed in Swearing (and in __ eſt 
cially it is rermed a part of Divine worſhip ) th 
forms aredifferent : omitting thoſe uſed in othaff} 
Countries, I will ſpeak of thoſe uſed here bet 
inthe times of the Popiſh and Proteſtant PrinſWay 
ces. Heretofore when _y prevailed here, the 
uſual forms were, As God you help, or So help 
G04 and all Saints,or So God me help,or So God be 
me and bis Saints ; according to the Larines, Iu 
me Diiamem, in the Comaxdian, or So help 
God and his bely Fudgement, as in the oath of at 
- juration : or Sohelpthem God and all Saints, anifffal! 
by the holy Evangeliſt, as in the oath of alienhza 
Artificers. Yer in the old oath ef Ligeance, t 
form'is, So bslp you Almighty God. Bur fince the 
Reformation the uſual form hath been, $0 bbs v 
you God, or Sg help me God; ſomewhat like toy 
the Jewiſh form, Ita Dcus mihi facuut : Ov as io; 
the aath of Supremacy, So help me God, and 
the Contcits of this Book : or as ſometimes, So beh 
me God arid the (oments of this Book : By which 
word [ Contents] Iam ot opinion is to be meantiis 
Chriſt the ſumme and center of the holy Scri# 
prures; and therefore ir is (aid,' ro ſwear upon 
the holy Evangeliſts, becauſe they wrote the Hi 
ſtary of Chriſt. 't he end of caking of Oathez, 
as the Apoltle ſaith, is, that it ſhould be &ynae 
3% way; ls Eefaiwm! An end of comradiffin, 
£2inlaying or controverſie 3 by filencing doubu#c 
and diſputes, and working a confidence, acqui-WDi 
eicence, and a firm ſertlement in ſuch for whoſe 
ſ2:istaQtion they areraken. And the reaſon why 
rhey ſerve for {uchconfirmatien and aflurance, is 
this, Fecauſc in every oath there is an ImprecatisFhere 
on, 
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on&n, Execration or conditional curſe, which is n 


art of the form, and effential to an Oath : and 
ſometimes exprefled,as in the Levitical Law in 


haffthe caſe of Jelouſie preſcribed to be taken by the 


ife, which was therefore called the Oath of Qur- 
aw. And as the Roman Heralds, upon a Truce 
x a League,holding a ſtene in their hands, ſay- 
nz, Peream ut bic lapis e manibus decides ; which 


Mncaring was called Furare per Fovens Lepidees : or 


t 


, 
ic 
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ſe implied or underſtood 3 as when we ſay, Ss 
hb meGod, is as if ir ſhouid be ſaid, Let me be 
if is be otherwiſe. For in an Oath God is noe 
ly called as a witnefs,or an afſertor of truth, bur 
a Fudge and avenger of falſhood ; now it is noc 


lot preſumed that any one that hath any ſenſe 
the 


Me | 


{Divine juſtice, will be ſo deſperarely wicked 


zwilfully ro draw upon himſelf the ſmart of 


divine vengeance, Which is imprecated in an 


ioWarb. Theſc things being premiled I draw theſe 


ancluſions thereupon. 
:, That in this Land there is a great and ge- 
eral contempt and contumely caſt upon the moſt 
ith God, Maker and poſlefſor of beaven and 
acth, and upon his Holy and Reverend Name, 
7 raſh and common (ſwearing, ſwearing by the 
reatures and forſwearing 3 the ſerious confide- 
ion whereof might bring ſome damp upon our 
oy, ſeeing it miniſters matter of humiliation 
id lamentation, and indeed better were it for us 
> mourn for that and ſuch like provocations of 
Divine wrath in a way of humiliation, then for 
Land it ſelf ro mourn in deſolation, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks. 
3. That an Oath is to be taken with all re- 
ference and fear, and to be obſcrycd with all di- 
SP 
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ligenct and care; for the ſincerity of intentio 
js to be ſeconded and diſcovered by the reality 
aQions and endeavours. 

I ſhall hold you no lenger in expeRatien whiſ 0 
the perſons are rhat are choſen to be Officeſ 
and now to be ſworn, but name them to youſſ fi 
the tour and twenty EleQors have made choig q 
of 


And now Gentlemen, you that are toi C 


'. ſworn, [give leave to propoſe to your confidernifff 


ons a few things more concerning the takins nl t 
keeping of your Oathes. I need not tell you thiff ar 
an Oath is tobe taken in that ſenſe as he! 
whom a man (wears doth underſtand ; or tha 
is as well an evil, and in the opinion of ſome, 
think not far from the truth 3 That it is a erex 
er evil, Furare per Deum verum fallaciter quam 
Dew falſum veraciter ; becauſe that I have 
cauſc to [uipeR any of you to be leyened witht 
Jeſuiricall do&rine ' of equivocation or ment 
reſervation 3 but let me intreat you to confidg cy 
that yoy are not only to take Furementum a conf} v1 
mon Oath,but Fxrjurandum a (olemn Oath, w th 
a Sacramentiim civile,an Oath whereby ye areuY m 
were ballowed and dedicared ro the ſervice of th 0 
Commonwealth and this Corporation. An wi 
_ 7 requeſt unto you is, that you wi de 
manifeſt publique ſpirits in your que plu 
and nor to falfer Z mat\cnf. erp ge ore 
born by private favour or fear ; nor yet ney 
Qed fpr private intereſts. And ſecondly thar yt 
would remember what came from a L 
tongue this morning, as helps unto yon in t 
execution of your Offices,thar is ro (ay, thar yt 


be couragious and faithfull , counrenancers F it 
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iooff good people, and promoters of good things, and 
to make repetition thereof in your praQiles. 

I mult profefle unto you that I have been of 
ary that it were athing to be wiſhed that 
a ſuch gancrall Oathes for ſuch as are to be in of- 
fices or lervices were no: ſo common and fre- 


nfl them. 2- That man that maketh c@nſcience of Caſe. . 


thi an Oath, I think will make conſcience of his 
ce of dury,vichour ir, being led rhereunto move Firtuth 
a enore then Formidine pena. And laſtly, there is 
© El oftentimes much difficulty in the exact perfor- 
al mance of all particulars included within the ge- 
nerall words of ſome Oaths ; ſo chat many crimes 
the perſons that take them are more enſnared 
thereby, then the perſons for whoſe ſake they are 
Fl taken are ſecured. Bur ſecing Sic volet wſus, rhe 
del cuſtom of the Realm, and this Corporation pre. 
oF rails ro have it ſo, I ſhall not diſcourage you 
A therein, bur will give you 2 word of encourage- 
ment, which is rhis, that you ſball inde in your 
oat hs, in ſome part of them, According to your 
wit &zd power, which I do conceive is to be un- 
deritood as having a refercnce toll the particu- 
tars of your Oaths ; fo rhat if there ſhall be in 
TJ you arolupic x, m5), Gracian terms, I bope 
"9 your praiſe will tranſlace them imo Engliſh, 
inthe mean time give me leave-ro do k, It 
here be in you a cheerfall, ready and ky 
minde, joyned with « ſpecial care and bone 

indeavvor re know, end ro perform your duties 
in your ſererall places, you wall have comfort in 
your 
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ff quent as they are, for 1. Ir is held that the See Co.ir, 
breach thereof is not puniſhable in a Judiciall Rep.98, in 
0 if Court,and the wilfultrefuſall or carelefſe neglet Fames 

rl may be puniſhed as well without Oaths as with Bagges 
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your conſciences, when you ſhall leave your ple 
ces,and may expe that God will blefſe you, and 
good people bleiie you ( as you heard this morn- 
ing ) and we may expe that you will be a ble{- 
king to this Cty, 
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owurel Citiens, end other; here preſent, 1 be- 

leeve.you expe ro hear ſomerhbing from me, 
becauſe cuſtom doth challenge it, and therefore | 
purpoſe to ſay ſomething unro you : Yer I know 
not whether I ſhall an{wer'a]l your expeQations, 
for though I dchre not ro diſpleaſe any, yer by 
reaſon of the difference in heads and hearts, 1 
mean, underſtandings and affeQions,- in thele 
diſtinguiſhing and dividing timesz I cannot 
aſſure my ſelf to pleaſe all ; I ſhall therefore 
crave both your patience, and your fair conſtru- 
ion. : 

We are come to the end of our City year,which 
is by Charter, I cannot (ay to the end of our 
grievances, I would I could (ay ſo, but the condi- 
tion of this time will 'nor afford ir, neither have 
we any (barter whereby we may cliim the privi- 
ledge of (uch an exemption. 

The change of the year I belceve troubles 
none, bur the reficRing upon the changes in the 
year, I finde perplexeth the thoughts of many, 
and that not only of the vulgar, who gaze only 
upon the outlide of things, and of woe. paſſions 
their (eales inftead of their reaſon, have the com- 

: ; manding 
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df for wildom,who being as doubtfull of the impul= 
| five cauſes, as they are fearfull of the events of 
I the late grand Tranſations and preſent admini- 
ftrations of Governmen, and applying ordinary 
rules ro extraordinary caſes, are c1ther unſatisfied 
in what hath been done by others, and unreſol- 
ved in themſelves what rodo, or otherwiſe yery 
peremptory in their ſentence. I muſt confeſle the 
quarrels and bickerings berwixt Prerogative and 
Liberty have been very great in our torefathers 
& | daies, and ended for the molt part in an accomo- 
ef dation; and in particular the great difference be- 
1H twixt the King and his Nobles, in King H.3, 
"WY time, touching thoſe things, was, fairly cloſed 
, up in Magna Charta, the great Charter of Eng- 
by lands Liberties confirmed by ſo many Parlia- 
+I ments afterwards. The like was deſired by moſt 
ie inthe late great difference in this Nation, bur 
NY many ſay and do beleeveir,that the Salvs Fopult 
Xe the peoples ſafery would not ſuffer it 5 howſoc- 
Wy ver all muſt acknowledge rhat Drvmeprovidence 
 Þf ſo ordered ir, thar as the diſputes were unparal- 
ch leled, ſo the deciding of the controverhe ſhould 
ut rather make then tollow a preſident. There 
i= Þ have been muck amazement and diſtemper in 
"el the ſpirits of the people thereupon, wherear L 
'” } marvell not, becauſe they are the proper effects 
of ſuch great and ſudden murations. Bart to a- 

ls | bate the cne and allay rhe other, ler us contult 
be Þ vith our Eughſh (hronicles, they will tell us, nor 
W only of changes of Governours, bur alio of chan- 
] Fees in the government of this Nation, and thoſe 
03 F accompanied with no ſmall diſtraftions and die 
lirefſes of the people, Tbere we may reade of a 
E Briiſh 


manding power 3 bur alſo of men in reputation 
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Britifh Penturchy, a Government by Five; a Saxon 
Heptarchy, a Government by Seven, as well as an 
Engliſh Monarchy, a Government by One. There 
we may reade how Dominion in this Nation 
| = didvun in (cverall Lines ambagſt the Britains, 
the Romans, the Saxons, the Danes, and the Nor- 
-mans,&c. and how they had their periods at ſeve» 
ral times ini former ages 3 and whether the perzad 
of Monarchy it (elf be now come, time will evi- 
dence. In the mean time, Ido conceive that 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God, and ſubjeRion 
2 to the preſenr power of man in lawfull things, 


do nor deſerve (o foul a charaRer as (ome do 


vive it. 1 hope I fhall not be accounted to tem- 
porize, becaule I declare my opinion, eſpecially 
Frecing I have (ſuch reaſon ro ground the ſame up- 
on, that is able as I thinks bear the weight of 
luch an aflertion. For if any credit be to be gi- 
ven to our Engliſh Hiftories, it is apparent that 
power ard power aione, Withour legall tivle hath 
9 £4. fr. been many times the ſupporter of the Royall army; 
Co.z- part. YE in thole times T find th our Law-books That 

\ of Inftis. obedience to the powers De fas, was approved of, 
' cap. 1. of and diſobediexce was in thoſe rimes accounted a 
Treaſon. &11me nota wrtue. And if I am not miſtaken, 
the Hiſtories of thoſe times de afford theſe con- 

ciuſions, 1. That the love of the peeple was the 

Princes beſt guard : and' 2. That the ſubmiſſion 

to the prevailing powers hath beenthe peoples 

beit ſecurity, Thus mucb (and I hope not too 

much) I thought good to [peak unto you rouch» 

ing the State-affairs, the new face whereof doth 

aftright ſo mary. Ard now I come to ſpeak of 

cur City affairs, and am to acquaint you with the 

chanze of your Officers; bur as for the Gower 

men, 
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ment, it is ſo far from. being changed, that it is 
confirmed by Ordinance of Parliament for the 
union of the Churches of this City, with all our 
Franchiſes and Liberties, procured by the Vigi- 
|znt care and diligent endeavours of one of your 
Aldermen who doth lerve tor you in Parliament. 
Bur before I come to name unto you the new 
Offiters elefted for this next year, 1 have one 
humble (uit ro make unto you all, which bein 
tor your own good I bope will be granted ; wy 
thar is, that you will be more acquainted with, 
and give a more free cmtertainment to #tiry.l am 
in earneſt,and therefore ſhall double my requeſt, 
T hat you will be pleaſed to give a more free en- 
tertainment unto Wnity. 1 dcfre to diſcourſe 
ſomething of thar ſubje@, that you may the ber- 
ter know my meaning., 

Haity is a farnple Theme, and ſo perhaps may I 
be accounted for propoſing it, becauſe Idoubr 
many look upon it 2s a forreigner, burtif I may 
have liberty of ſpeech ( which I crave) I hope 
I ſhall evidence ro all, and perhaps perſwade ſuch, 
that it doth well deſerve to have the freedom of 
this City : I muſt confefle, and I am lorry there 
is occakondorodo: That Wwiy is roo great & 
ſtranger amongſt us, I bave confidered what the 
reaſon thereof might be, and I do conceive it to 
be the pride, ſelf-conceitednefle and envy that is 
among ft us, which cauſeth paflions,and chrough 
the mifts of thoſe paſſions things are leoked up- 
on, and (o miſapprehended 3 thence ariſerh jea* 
loufies, evil ſurmiſes, ſtrong prejudices, ſtrange 
miſconftruſtions of intentions and aRions, and 
hard,” and uncharitable cenſares thereupon, and 
2|| re the higdrance of Ynity.: 

En. N We 
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We are all here in one place, but I may wel] 
doubt we are not all of one minde, that we are 
not here 00%Njuadty with one accord, for in our 
time that ſaying is verified, «Quot bomnes tot ſen- 
tentie, <Q uot ſenſus tot diſſenſws : how many men (o 
many mindes3yer it is likely there would be more 
unity it we would meet oftner in one placezImean 
not under this roof, nor only in privateChriſtian 
mectiugs,bur chiefly in ſuch vlaces as commonly 
(though ſomwhat improperlyYare called Church- 
es. There was a #nion made of our Churches in 
the year 1648, which was a worthy work and 
trending to #nity ; bur this preſent yecr there was 
a LeQure (cr up .in one of them, and that tends 
further, yea, more ro Hmity of perſons then the 
former : for although the Ordinances of Parlia- 
' ,, mentmay unite ſuch Churches, yer it is the Or- 
dimances of Chriſt that muſt chietly unite hearts, 
but ncr unlefle his {pirit yoyn with them. T here 
is in ſuch ſacred &ſſemblies held forth one Common 
fatv3t0n and Ohe high-way unto it, miſtake me 
not I do not ſay a broad way but a High wa. 
T hereis likewiſe held forth one Common rule to 
walk by. Too blame are they that either out of 
prophaneneſlc ot heart contemn, or our of care- 
leſlenefle or a falle opinion of perteion negleR 
.** Juch Aſſemblies, for ,there twe words are much 
. ., -Ipoken ot, and they are faith and love, both tend 
*%* rtownon, the one of our hearts to God, and the 
other to one another, fot Unio volumatum eft dile- 
10nis fruius, Unity arilſeth from love. It would 
allomuch conduce ro #zity, for all ro a in theit 
own ſphere and places, for they that ſhall do 6- 
therwile in a Corporation, if they may not be com- 
pared to aUivided member, that is ao waics ws 
youe 2h c 
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nance dated 
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full to the body z yer —_—_— are as disjoynted 
re both painfull and un- 
comely, ſubordination is a thing that tends to wnity, 


limbs, whoſe motions 


ſubordination of inferiour perſons to ſuperiour 
perſons, of inferiour powers to (uperiour powers. 
As ſubordination in the faculties of men, (o the 


ſubordination of men in ſocterics makes the Har- By 
mony. You heard this morning very well of the M.Nelme. 


benefits of Magiſtracy and the great inconvenien- 
cies of Anarchy or the Levelling way; which ſhould 
it prevail I fear we ſhould have cauſe to uſe the 
expreſſion of Tacitus writing of the looſe-livinz 
Armenians in the 2 of his Annals,rthat they lived, 
Mags fine Domino quan in libertate, rather with- 
out a Lord then in liberty 3 And that we ſhould 
ſee more diviltions rather then encreaſeof Unity. 
We are a City, and (o 33 Citizens ſhould agree 3 
We are a Gariſou, and ſo as citizens and ſouldiers 
we ſhould agree with one another : for which 
purpole I ſhall propoſe ro you ſome means for 
the ſame, \which are A friendly aſſociation each 
with other, a fair interpretation of each other, 
and adiſcreet condeſcention each ro ether der 
de proprio, To part with ſomewhat of propriety for 
unity, to bear with and to forbear each other in 
love, which moderation tends much ro unity, for 
in my ſmall obſervation as a middle remper of 
ſpirit berwix: a calm and a rempeRtuous ſpirit, is 
moſt ſerviceable to diſcover truth, fo it is alſo 
moſt ulefull co attain peace 3 and peace you know 
is the bond of unity. 1f what I have ſaid be nor 
luſficient to perſ[wade unto unity, give me leave to 
cite you an authority, and that is of the Krngh 
Prophet D avid who (aith,Ecce quam boxum & quan 


jacundum, behold how good and pleaſant a thing 
E 3 ir 
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it is, for hrethren to dwell together in unity, Ir i; 
a pleaſant thing, yea, it is a glorious thing to be in 
unity. Whar a glory it is for a City to be nor on- 
ly compacted in houſes, but for Cirizens to be 
conzoyned in hearts ? We arc alioa garrilon, we 
have two (words, they are drverſs but they ſhould 
not be aduerfs, what a glory will is be for ſuch a 
garriſon that the civill and military ſwords are 
carried ſo uprightly and diſcreetly, that they claſh 
not one againlt another z Yet ſo to cenjoyn as 
to be ready to fall upon the head of Impiety and 
Tniquity wheceſoeyer they finde it ; Whar a praiſe- 
worthy thing will it be for that to be (ſpoken of 
you as you are a City, which Saluſt in his Ca- 
teline War writeth of the old Romans, Crves cum 
cruibm de virtute certabant, There was no other 
contention amongſt thoſe Citizens but inthe X-+ 
mulation of yercue : What a praile- worthy thing 
will it be for that ro be (ſpoken of you as you are a 
garriſon, that there is no contention betwixt Ci- 
tizens and ſouldiers, but who ſhould 00 beyond 
each other inthe offices of tove;; yea it is not on- 
ly matter of praiſe, but will be a means of profit 

or people to live in Unity. You will finde the ol 
Proverb verihed, (Concordrs res creſcunt. 

It wiil adyance your trading in time. of peace, 
and in time of trouble it will be a ſupport of your 
ſpirics, yea, rend co the (afery of your perſons and 
eltares. Vis unita fortior, you that were here in the 
ſhege of this City can write a Probatum eſt upon 
this, that Unity tends to Security, when a nume- 
rous and potent enemy came before you, came 
againſt you, and round about you, yer were en- 
forced co depart from you, becauſe God was with 
you ; and 8s a means of your lafery tired up 


your 
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your hearts to ſtand one with another upon your 
guard. By that ation you got encreale of ho- 
nour, the honour of fidelity was added to your ho- 
nour of Antiqaity 3 bur I muſt tell you, that there- 
by you contraRted alſo proportionable hatred and 
enyy from the adverſe party, and ſo much that I 
beleeve not a few perſons in Glouceſter, but Glou- 
ceſter ir (elf is 8he obje& of their malice. Then 
it will be ſafer for you to conjoyn for your preler- 
vation, then tocomply wich that party, for it a= 
reconciled enemy hath been held ſo dangerous, 
what ſha!l we think of an enemy euraged, and 
upon profeſſed. rerms of revenge. I hope there- 
fore that facall ſimplicity wil! nor fall upon this 
City to rely upon our enemies, more then our 

friends. We ſhould then unite as Citizens, as 

Citizens engaged, as Citizens delivered, as Ci- 

tizens devoted toruine by the adyerſe party, in 

caſe they ſhould prevail. You may perhaps be 
willing rodemand of me whar unity I mean: To 
that I ſay,that Unity which hath Verum & Bonn 
joyned with it, ſuch a unity as is accompanied 
with truth and honeſty, Whereas I have ſpoken 
to you concerning the goodneſſe of unity, I kope 
you do conceive 1 mean no ocher unity but an uai- 

!f in goodnefle, otherwiſe it may be rather called 

a conſÞiracy then an unity : ſome of you perhaps 

may obje& that it isa very diffacult thing for us te 

agree, there arc ſuch differences in theſe times in 

Spiritualibus © Tempordlibus, touching matters of 

Religion 2nd the Commonywealth 3 yet may nor 

we convenire in aliqto tertie * Have you not (een 

many lines run into one Center ? Have you ner 
feen ſometimes diverſe waics all leading to one 

Place ? May not many ſounds in muſick being 

WEN E 4 well 
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well modelled make a goed conſort ? Are not 
there in naturall bodies Elements, not only of dif- 
ferent but of contrary qualities, yet being well 
rempered do agree in uno compoſizo? I muſt con- 
feſſe that there ate roo many difterences in judge- 
ment and praQiſe in theſertimes, yet where they 
tend not to deltroy fundamentals in religion or to 
crofle themain ends of the Covenant, why may 
not we 3gree as Chriſtians, as Engliſhmen, as 
Covenanters for all that ? and why not, we joyn 
rogether in our endeavours to preſerve and pro- 
more the Proteſtant Religion, and the Engtiſh 
Liberty which were the main grounds cf the En- 
gazement of the honeſt party ? 

Some of you alſo perhaps may object, that we 
have many bucthens, burthens breed diicontents, 
and diſcontents diviſions z I muſt confeſſe we 
have many burthens, I wiſh they were fewer : 
Bur let me expoſtulare a little wich ſuch, Wll 
jultling cach with other caſe us? or will it be 
wiledom for us to go thole waies as may endan- 
ger the breaking our necks to ſave our ſhoulders ? 
Complaims are fgequent im our mouths, bur I 
wiſh there were Idle cauſe of them, and that we 
had more patience. We ſhould nor joyn in mur« 
murings for our burthens, much lefle in repining 
at mercies , or envying the inſtruments from 
whole hands we receive them. | 

Have we no mercies to put into the other (calc 
of the balance ? what are our religion, our laws, 
our liberty, our property, our health, fruirfull 
ſeaſons, and vitories obtained by our friends 
( which puts us in hope of che reducing of Ire- 
land and (etling of England) are not theſe mer- 
cies * ſhould nor we therefore rather joyn in 
praiſes 
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praiſes to the God of our mercies, and joyn in 
praier co him to continue them. And that he 
would give wiledom and right aims to all our Se- 
nators and Counſellors ot State, valour and fi» 
delity tro our Seamen and Souldiers, and good 
ſuccefle to all their endeavours relating to our 
welfare ? Having (ſpoken thus much to you of 
unity, I come to give you the names of ;uch as are 
ele&ed to joyn as props in this government rhe 
yeatenex: folowing,which are as followcth. 

And now M.Maior and thereft that are newlf 
clefcd, I fhall-make my humble addrefle unto 
ycu in a word of advice, partly by way of A4pper- 
dix, and partly by way of Rehearſall of ſome of 


the ſealonabie and wile 3dvice, you had given By 
you this morning in ancther Aſſembly. You are M.Nelme. 


to execute leverall othices, yer areto be as ſeverall 
archers ſtanding in (everall places, yer aiming ar 
one mark, and that as the Common welfare of this 
City. In order whereunto, you are not only ro 
have your thoughts of keeping up the port and 
ſtare of your City, maintaini;.g of your privis 
ledges and liberties, or improving of your reve» 
nues, which things are very commendab'e. Bur 
allo ro be parrons of Religion, by uling your beſt 
endcavyours that the Sabbaths may be duly obſer- 
ved, the Ordinances of Chriſt frequented, and 
faichfull Miniſters encouraged. Allotit 15 expe=- 
Red that you take care that proviſions may be 
made for the poor, proviſions of work for the 
idle, and of relief for the needy. An\ this further 
motion I ſhali humbly make far theie Paupers, 
tha; the late additions to their yearly mainte- 
nance ſo treſh in memory, may-not blunt but 
ſharpen the edge of your endeavours, to make 
rurther 
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farther proviſions for them : Alſothat you louk 
to the diſorders of Alchouſes , whoſe number 


ſhould rather be lefſened then encreaſed. And 
that you look to the Aſſizes of bread an beer 
this dear time. You are alſo to be a refuge to the 
oppreſſed, a terrour te evil doers, and a ſecurity 
to all 200d people, in good cauſes, by what names 
or tirles {ocver diſtinguiſhed. And laſtly ro be x 
good example to all : what hath been done by you 
ecefors herein, I commend to you to be imi- 
rated, and what ought to have been done, I hum. 
bly propoſe it to you to be (upplied. Now before 
you are to execute your offices, you are to take an 
Oarb, a new Oath, (uch an Oath as hath never 
beea taken in this place, preſcribed by tbeState 
for the uniformity of the Nation ; and if 
" you fhall joyn in the raking thereof, you will 
give ſome teſtimony of your unity. I ſhall not 
paraphraſe upon the Oath, bur leave the matter 
thereof to your conſtruRion, as the AR whereby 
ir is enjoyned leaves the form of the raking there- 
of ro your eleRion, 
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An. 1650 FJowne friends, Your ſolemn preſence and 


attendance here, (cems to demand of me an 
zccount of the yotes upon the debates above in 
the Eleftion Chamber, which I am provided ts 
give you; but before I rell you the perſons, 
whom providence hath deſigned to bear Offices 


in this Cy this next year, I crave your favour 


that 
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that I may take Providence for my Theme, and 
ſpeak a lictle of char, of which in cheſc our times 
{0 much is ſpoken. 

Providence I take to be nothing clſe but the 
our20ings, and exercilc of that infinire witdome 
and almighty power, in and about the conſerva- 
tion, government and dilpoſition of all creatures 
& their ations,which at firſt manifeſted ir ſelf in 
the creation of the world. Or more briefly thus : 
T he cxecution intimec,of what was decreed before 
time;lo cailed from the infallible foreknowledge 
and immutable counieli of God. Now in advar- 
cing this Frovidence I muſt dethrone the hea- 
thens blind goddefle Fortune, yet ſhall nor allow 
of or eftablith the Stoicall Defitry ; neverthelefle [ 
muſt acknowledge, that in re{pe& of man and ſe. 
cond cauſes, ſoine events may be ſaid caſuall or 
contingent, which in reipe of God (who as the 
Philoſopher (aith,is Ens Entium i Cauſa (auſa- 
wm,) ac all neceſſary and/brought to paſle by 
the counlell of his own wil! : And alſo that God 
in the waics of his providence, doth ordinaril 
eur of his indulgence rather then neceſſity, al 
the concurrence of ſecond caules z although he 
Cotb not ſo tye himſelf to them, as to aR onely 
within the fþhere of their afrivny, bu: ſometimes 
as above them, and ſometimes without them, 
when'he is pleaſed ro work thole works which 
the. Greek call wywaae, and the Hebrews 
Mm Me? 2) grew wonders, to the amaze- 


ment and aſtoniſhment of the ſons of men. 


T his providence extendeth to all things and” 


ations, g eat and [mall,- good and bad. Goed 
aQtions(as Divincs (peak) are by divine operation, 
and bad by divinepermrſion, and both arc as well 


governed 
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governed bythe wiſdome and power, as they are 
wrought wewuery Covxy by his determinate 
couniell. God hath an eye and hand in the wheel; 
of all things 3 yet the chief good is nor nor can- 
not be the author of any,evill, although he can 
bring good out of it 3 for though 1n the eyill 
actions of men, the naturall motion is from the 
holy God, yet the moral tranſe reſſion is from in» 
full man 3 who chough in his (infull aRings, to 
the fulfilling of his own will, he doth(rhough nat 
intentionally ) fulfill the ſecret will of God ; ye 
he is not thereby excuſed of his offence againlt 
the will of God revealed in the holy Scriptures, 
the rule of mans life 3 bur is thereby made liable 


ro Fuſtice as a tran{greſſor of a divine Law. By 


this providence all that checkerwork is wrought in 
all humane aftairs, wherein the divine power is 
ſaid (as it were)to ſport it lelf , Ludit in humani 
druing potentia rebus. Hence it is that poor mor- 
rals have (0 many ſunſhine and cloudy, good and 
bad daies, and ſo much April weather, I mean 
variety of proſperous and adverſe pallages of pro- 
widence, Which 'do ſo change the condition of 
poor creatures in this ſublundary world, 1n marters 
relating to their ſouls, bodies, eſtates aud names, 
that lixc the influence of the Aſoon upon the wa- 
tcrs, doth cauſe the ebbing and flowing of- their 
com forts in this preſent lite. By this providence 
Nations have had their encreafing, Hourithing 
and decaying in power andglory : Hence it hath 
been, that (ome Nations have had ſo large a do- 
minion lo long as their day laſted ; that they 
have ſhbne in glory upon the earth like the Sun 
inthe firmament, darkning the glory of all their 
neighbours, till their Sun did ſer, and the black 
curtains 


Facobs Stephens Arm' Majore, 


curtains of the night overſpread them. I will 
vive you an inſtance hereof in the three famous 
Monarchies of the world,the Aſſyrian, Perfian and 
Grecian, that tript up one anothers heels, and 
irempled one upon another, and became ſucce(- 
fively the miſtreſſes of the world, bur have all loſt 
their commands. And as for the Romane Empire 
that now is, it is not aSit was; for the [mperiall 
Cedar hath been ſenſible of (o long and continued 
an Autumne, that it hath/loſt not only (ome of his 
lexuves but branches allo. 

By this providence have been the conſtitutions, 
alterations and tranſlations of Governmens : tos 
though man be the (ſubjeR and inftrumene in all 
changes,yer the ultimate re(olution mult be into 
Geds will, as the prime and ſupreme caule of che 
beginnings, continuance and periods of govern- 
ment inthe nations of the world;zwherein ic plea- 
ſeth the God of heaven and earth many times (co 


uſe the words of the Maguificat ) to throw down ame fegran <Q, 
the mighty from their /eats, and to exalt rhem of Luk 1-53» 


low degree. c 

By this providence Nations are ei:her upon 
rermes of amity or hoſtility one with another 3 up- 
on termes of unity or d:vifton, conjunfion or oppofi- 


0x within themſelves 3 hence ir is that they have 


the Halcionian dates of peace,or the ſtormy dates of 
war,yea ſometimes of inteitine wars,cailed Crul, 
although they are moſt uncivil and dreadtul wars, 
Nullos habiturs Triumphos, as Lucan 
ſpeakerh, wherein the vifories do (carce aftord 
Triumphs, ſuch warres have been lately in the 
bowels of our Nation, like a mighty wind, chat 


| hath ſo ſhaken the foundatious of Government, 


that the Engliſh Monarthy irs (elf is fallen down 
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and-broken into pieces ; and it bath raiſed (of bc 


great 2 duſt, that ſome of our $tarres have quite 
loſt their /igbt, and others are overſhadowed witl 
clouds of d:jhanoxr,that did ſometime ſhine bright 
ly in this our firmament. " 

By this providence it was, that during the late 
warres, and. the later conteits abroad, ſo many 
ſonnes of Mercury and Mars ( pardon my expreſ- 
fion) I mean lo many wile politztians and great 
ſouldiers of the Anti-Parliamentary party, have 
(o often not found their heads nor hands, and they 
and their party have been-{o often conſtrained 
ro find their heeles, 

By this providence ic was that ſo many of their 
ſecret plots have been diſcovered, and ſo many 
vranid,and hopefull defignes have miſcarried, that 
either they have not come tothe birth, or been 
blaſted from heaven upen the firſt purring in ex- 
ecution ; (o that zniquity hath been ofren' forced 
to cover her face and ſtop her mouth, whileſt the 
wearh and tary of man hath opened out lips in 
praiſes of God. 

By this pro:1dence it was that this City during 
the late warres, became ſo eminent for (elf pre- 
ſervation and promoting the publique intereſt; 
and (as I take ir) we are yet indebred to hea- 
ven for that mercy ; and I conceive it will be 
no lefle vertue for us to keep our honour, then it 
was toget ir, 

By this prowdence this laſt year our Counſel at 
home have been ſo proſperous, and the 41ons of 
our Armies abroad ſo viRoriouſly ſucceſletull, 
even to envy and wonder : Thar thereby we have 
lome further hopes of the lengthening of our 
tranquiliry,and ſecuricy of our enJoyments,and at 
\ the 
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the length in ſome procefie of time, of thelefle- 
ning of our burthens. 

To conclude, By this providence it is that we 
we, and what we are 3 and that che a&1irs of this 
and our neighbeur States are as they are. But 
if any ſhall demand of me Why it is thus, I muſt 
confeſle it a hard queſtion, bur yer ſhall give this 
anſwer thereunco. Though the book of ordinary 
prouidences is like the volume of nature, written in 
lo large and commaa 8 CharsFer, and with ſuch 
plainneſſe af phraſe that the things contained in 
them are obvious vo wlger capacities 3 yet the 
book of providences extraordinary, is both for 
the letter and the ſfile ſe ſtrange 3nd obſcure, 
thaz it doth oftentimes puzzle the ſharpeſt eyes 
and moſt refined underſtandings, that they can 
hardly pick our the meaning of them 3 y.ca ſome 
of the leaves thereof, which contain 4rcans 'm- 
peri; the unſearchable ſecrets in the government 
of providence, are wholly cloſed up, and not to be 

pened till rhe day of the revelation of all things 3 
lo that no man can finde out the work that God 
makes perfely , ' or to ule the phraſe of the 
Royall Preacher, From the beginning to the end, 
MDW) PBX) And as for ſome works of 
providence, 'N ec imellefu neſtro penetrare, nec pro 
arbitrio noſtra, immutaye foſſimus, we can no rfiore 
underſtand then alter them : Yet notwithſtands 
ing this great difficulty rodemonſtace all provi- 
dexces by all the cauſes thereof. I may lay of 
the works of providence as the Kingly Prophct (2id 
of the werks of xature, There is ns ſpeech nor Lan- 
gauge where their woice is not beard, and in ſome 
meaſure wnderſtood. It is regularly rrue that in 
the (choel of providence, Succefles do nor in and 
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of themſelves, without the Word of God, teach 
us poſitively and neceſſarily, the goodnefſe or 
badnefle of perſons or things, (o as certainly to 
conclude love or hatred from them 3 yet in (o- 
lemn appeals to heaven in doubrfull caſes, not 
determinable by the Word , events have been 
heretofore held to (peak in the language of a Di- 
vine ſentence for humane (atisfa&tion. And it is 
a1 agreed caſe, That Gods rod and ſtaff, comforts 
and croſſes, have their voices, and do reade us 
generill leFures of the creatures vanity, Gods All- 
ſufficiency ; and ſomething allo that rends to fanh 
in God and repentance from dead works, and happy 
are they that can learn ſuch leſſons from provi- 
dence. Furthermore, as ro all the paſſages of or. 
dinary providence they do beſpeak our acknow- 
ledgement of God, as being wrought by his 
hand ; but the paſlages of extraordinery provi- 
gence being wrought by his ſtrong hand, and out- 
ſtretched arm, .do beipeak our admiration. And 
as to all paſſages of providence, the Divine Word 
doth command filenge to all carnall reaſonings 
about the reaſons eat of Gods proccedings, 
and dozh give, a_check to all impatient expoſtu- 
lations, ov T5 & 6 avm:mxewusrO TH Of, 
IWho art thou that diffputeſt againſt God ? Whereas 
man ſhouid quiet hjs |pitt before him, under 
all his diipenlations 3 for alrhough perhaps che 
carrying on of his defigns in the world may crofſe 
ſome ob vur intereſts, we ought to pur our hand 
upon our mouthes becauſe he hath done ir. And 
although rhe works oft Gods providence may up- 
on their, firlt appearance ſeem ro us like to ſome 
ot rhe tirft productions of art and nature, rude, 
grolle and ill favoured 3 yer Solomon that oracle 
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of wiſdom, (aid of every thing God makes, It is 
AYIA 2?! fair or beautifull in colour and pro- 


portion in his time or ſeaſon. A memorable 
example of calmneſle of ſpirit that King of Spain 
gave when he heard of the diſaſtrous milcarriage 
of his great otherwile called Invincible Armaae, 
That he ſent his Ships to fight againſt England, bxt 
nor 4g.4inſt the Deny of heaven. And it you wall 
have Scripture examples, take good old Ely, when 
the rod of God was ſhaken over him ; and pa- 
tient Fob when he was under the laſh; 7t is the 
Lerd, (aich the one 3 and Bleſficd be his .N ame, 
ſaith the other. 

And now having ſpoken thus much of provi- 
dence in generall, 1 come to ſpeak of a particular 
paſſage of pro-:dence in the elefion of our new 
Officers, for whom I have reſerved a few words, 
leaſt having ſpoken of providence T my (elf ſhould 
be accounted very improvident in ſpending all the 
ſtock of my allotted time in generals. , Now 
what Solomon ſaith of Lots I may (ay of Votes, 
12u2 23 MYVM The whole juzgement or 
d:fpofition is from the Lord. 

T he names of the Officers cleted are —— 

And now Gentlemen elc#ed to theie ſeveral 
Offices in our City Government, I ſhall more par- 
ticularly, alrneagh more briefly, apply my (eit co 
you, I ſhall humbly propoſe unto you providence 
as worthy of your molt (erious conſideration. 
And [I ſhall deſire you to ſtand in Fanus poſture, 
with a face towards the old year, and another to- 
wards the zew,that you may the better obſerve and 


ferve the Government of prgyidence. It you take 
2 view of the paſſages of ce in rhis year 
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laſt paſt, you will finde, rhac there have been n- 
ſual performances of religious exerciſes withaut 
reſtraint and diſturbances z ſome further en- 
couragements to vertue, and diſcountenancing of 
a, by the putting in execution of ſome good 
new Laws made by the Supream power refiding in 
Parliament, that there have been ſome further 
proviſions made for the encreaſe of the Revenues 
of the Chamber, and the maintenance of the poor 
in the Hoſpitals by the purchaſe of . Fee-ſarm 
Rents, and ſome better accommodation for the 
keeping of the T'olſey Court by a ſtately ſtruRure, 
Thet there hath been a friendly compliance be- 
ewixt the Citizens and ſ(ouldiers, wiſh the 
ſame may continue: Thar for the general, 
things have been in a very peaceable condition, 
and the bodies of th? inhabirants,. for the meſt 
part ina bealthy conſtitution 3 And that the ho- 
nour and reputation of your City hath been up» 
held and maintained. And the means that have 
been (erviceable to providence herein, bave been 
the pious and juſt diſpoſition, the vigilant and 
faichbfull care, the indultrious and aRive indea- 
vours, and the generous and prudent deport- 
ment of thoſe worthy inſtruments, that baving 
bcen intrufted for you, bave accordingly endea- 
veurcd to promote the commen welfare of this 
City. Ail which being duely weighed, as they 
may challenge from the Citizens in generall 
graulatton, io they will afford unta you in ſpe- 
ctall, rhar arc ta {ucceed in Office, matter of 
enftrudtren. And now for the year that is to 
cone, , wherein you are to. your leverall parts: 
It is beyond wy reach to prophebe of furure e- 
vents 3 neither do I rhjok you ſhculd be ſo (olt- 
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cirous abour the ſucceſſe, which belongs to God, 
as ſtudios and induitrious to diſcharge the (g- 
verall dutics which belong ro you, this is com- 
monly attended with a bleſling 3 for ir is an ex» 
perimencall tru:h, that To do well, is the ordi- 
nary rode way to have well : But then the pece you 
are ro keep is feſtingre lcnte, ro aR upon delibe= 
ration 3 and tor your guide, that you may not 
mifle the way, I ſhall commend that moral pre- 
cept which Alexander Severus (though a Dogan) 
liked (o well, as to make ir bis Motto; «<Quod 1151 


hoc alteri, Do as you would be done unto; and © 


ſo doing, it will be your wiſdom to eye God in 


the waics of his providence, and to taks ſuch due © 


notice of his ſeeming ſmiles and frowns, in good 
and bad ſucceſSer, that you may gain ſome ad- 
vantage thereby. I ſhall *alſo recommend unts 


you the text this morning, Honorantes, honorabo, ; gm. +. 


9, 
thoſe worthy initruRions of the Preacher, which ,, p b:. 


and dodefire your endeavours to pur in practiſe 


I ſhall thus cpitomzge; 'T hat you ſhould im- 
prove your power and parts for the honour of 
God, That ſo honouring him by way of reflexi- 
on ( as he was pleaſed to term it) he may bo- 
nour you by way of retall:ationy,}and as you now 
have the honour of approbation upon the entring 
into your Offices, you may have the honour of 
commendation when you ſhall leave thems and 
alſo maintain the honour of your City, the (iwl 
Goverwment whereof is now ro be committed to 
you, andthe well managing thereof is expeed 
from you 3 for affurance hercof,we ſhould be con- 
tenred to rake your bare words, but cultome and 
the Charter do require your oaths, which now 
arero be adminiftred unto you. 


68 


To 


Aw y6510 


oo 


Antonio Edwards Arm' Majore, 


IX. Antonio Edwards Arm” Majore. 


Onoured and beloved fricnds here aſſembled, 

Whom in reſpe& of your ſeveral qualities 
and degrees, I may not unfitly term the ſumme 
and abridgement of this renowned City. 

Your (olemn poſture here doth ſeem to invite 
me, to make ſome Prologue or Preface to what 
js new to be acted in this Theater. And there- 
fore I ſhall take the boldneſle ſo to do ina brief 
Diſcourſe, and I hope not unſutable tothe pre» 
ſent occakon. | 

Time, which is held in the Schools to be 
<Vuentites fluens, not a permanent but a flowing 
quantity, may be aid ro havea kinde of a cir- 
cular motion, like to the courſes of the Sun and 
Moon that meaſure it. A ring is a fiy emblem 
for the year, which by a revolution endeth where 
it did begin ; (o doth our City year, which has» 
ving had his ſeveral ſeaſons, like ſo naany (olons, 
or members in a ſentence, is now in a good 
ſcalon cometo a Period. This day is the Tro- 
pick of out year, Whercin our chiefcſt City Of- 
hcers, together with the burdens incident therc- 
unto, acc turned over from them that have born 
them, unto {ome other perſons, who are choſen 
1n rheic rooms to undergo them. 

The ſeal of power and authority which did 
animate and affuate our chief Officers in mana- 
ging our City Government this laſt year, is rea- 
dy todepart trom them, they being in extrems, 


and by 2 voluntary (miſſion ad facile tranſmigra- 


ton to paſſe into the Gert'e nen newly elected, 
| who 


Antonio Edwards Arm' Majoxe. + 


who I hope will not only ſucceed them in theic) 
places,bur allo in their endeavours of Reſormati- 
on, tbe adyancement of rhe common welfare of 
this City, and maintenance ct the publizue peace 
of this Commonwealth 3 wherein I may trul 
(ay, and I hope without offence, that among 
others M* Maior hath this laſt year, been (o. 
muck exemplary, thar he hath deſerved to be 
" put in the Catalogue of thoſe that are ranked in 
the Superlative degree. I ſhall acquaint you with 
their names, and then having delivered to you 
ſome ſhort oblervations upon our late delive-\ 
rance, and afterwards made my particllar appli- 
cation in a word of advice to the Officers ele- 
Red, I ſhall conclude, T heir names are 

As for the Stewards or Chamberlains of our 
City ( who much reſembie the <Queſteres drbans 
in. old Kome ) they are ( by a kinde of necefli- 
ty) tro continue in their places, yer not without 
a new cle@ion : the experience of whole former 
- aQtings hath begotten in us a confidence thas theic 
future adminiſtrations will be ſuch as ſhall be- 
come good ſtewards in the year ſucceeding,which 
I wiſh they may finde more peaceable and lefſe 
chargeable. 

Amongſt the many memorable paſſages of a- 
Quall providence that have been conſpicuous in 
our Horton this laſt year, che moſt eminent and 
remarkable was the ſtrange march. and ſtranger 
defeat of the Scots Army, whereof I may (ay, as 
a Learned Do@or doth of many works of nature, 
that ir requires our wonder as weil as our enquiry : 
and Gods pleaſure therein may bGilence all, al- 
though perhaps it will ſcarce ſatisfie lome, T his 
Northern Army like a black cloud in a calm and 

F 3 : fair 
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fair ſeaſon, ſaddenly appeared, and rouled apace 
hitherwards, rhrearning a ftorm ro this place, if 
no: timely prevented 3 bat che good hand of the 

Hoſts ( in his gracious forbcarance of 
vs notwthſtanding our il] deſervings ) kepr back 
that formidable Army from us, whoſe deſign 
reached unto us, as we are credibly informed. By 
means whereof char dreadfull tempeſt fell upon 
our neighbour city : which out of a belief of the 
enemies ſtrength, and fear ro make reſiſtance, 
chrouzh diſtruſt of ber own, and perhaps out of 
a deſire in ſome to promote the enemies defign 
( it were very uncharicable to think ſo of all ) 
entertained if nor welcomed thoſe forreign 


gnefts, for which at laſt they paid ſo dear, and 
that in 2 ſevcre impartiatiry, wichour diſtin&ion; 


of perſons differing in affeRion, or putting a 
difference betwixt an errour and a crime. Whoſe 
fad condition how can we bur commilerate ? if 
we conſfides what force and vicdlence, what ter- 
rours and aftrightments : what loſke and damage 
they ſuſtained and we eſcaped ? And who can 
take oftence if I ſhould declare the Citizens of 
Worcefter to be fit objeRs of your pity, yea, ma- 
ny of them of your liberality ? which the Hea- 
rhens themſelves ( guided only by the cand(c- 
light of nature) did exerciſe to very enemics 
fubdued, and did account ft no {mall part of their 
piery [oro do. I might tell you how conquering 
(ſar uſed lomuch Civility in that kinde, that 
I was [aid of him Odio civiliter uſes, he wſcd his 
batred civilly : but I need ner go fo far for an 
example, you have it in the preſent ViRorious 
Genera!l, whoſe nobleneſſe of ſpirit bath been 
dilcovered, not only in gaining af conqueſts = 
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allo in his det toward the conquered, ſo | 


that he hath thereby gained a good report our of 
the mouths of enemies themſelves. Ler none of 
us therefore be (o flinty breaſted as to in(ult over 
the miſerable in that poor City, and ro fhur up 
from them our bowels of compaſlion, which rhe 
Heathen Poet accounted to be {o inhumane as to 
exceed beliet, 

Nec mthi credibile eft quenquam inſultare jacent. 
Yea rather ſhould we raile their diſconſolate, and 
dezeed fpirits ( eſpecially of ſuch as are well af- 
fetted by itretcbing out en officiome band in mini- 
ſtring ro rbeir neceflities, then to adde afliion 
to the afflicted, I therefore commend their cafe 
to you, and wiſh that they may have caufe to 
commend your charity ro them. Some of rhe Of- 
ficers of this Garilon ( as I have heard, and to 
their praiſe be ir (poken )) have already in rheir 
pity and bounty to them led xhe Fan, and I hope 
we ſhall not be unwilling to bring up the Rear. 
Let us conſider rhat what befel| chem might have 
befallen us, whoſe preſeryarion is ro be aſcribed 
not to merit bur to mercy. Had their fad Tragee 
dy been acted here, the change of your conditions 
would have changed your habitr; from ſcarfets rp 
blacks, and would have occafioned daies of mour- 
ning inltead of fcaſting : and wo, and lamenta« 
tion, in fRtcad of the voice of joy and-glad- 
nefle. But birherro the Lord harbholpen us, fo 
that Glouceſter is become anocher Ebencyer., Tr 
* continuech A Civy ſaved by the Lord, « Maiden 
City, not hitherto ravifhed by any ſons of orwlence, 
as the three Ger Cities have been, whilcK this 


Warceſter, 
City hath, been a City of refuge, and a port of Hereford, 
ſafety. Let me therefore ſend one winged Meſ- Briſts 
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ſenger tro Heaven, in this Virgin-Cities beha;! 

( whoſe ſervant Iam) O that the Lord would 

be pleaicl ro (ay ro Glouceſter as ſometimes he 

did ro Iſrael by the mouth of his Propher Hoſea: 
Hol. 2,20, Twill betroth thec untome mm fanthfulnes and thou ſhalt 
\\ know the Lord; I chiak I thould nor miſtake if I 

ſaid, that the late danger we were in was as well 

a mercy to us as our deliverance, though not to 

great 3 in regard there was thereby a fair oppdr- 

unity given to this City, and readily embraced, 

to vindicate and clear her (elf from (ome fowl 
aſperſions which the hand of jealoufie, if no: of 

\ envy had caft upon her, ro [port and itain her rc- 
putation. TT he apprehenſion of danger wrought 

in us {ome fear, and the more becauſe we had 

deſerved a ſcourge for our unthankfulnefle for 

.* former mercies, and fear quickned us up to aQi- 

| ſs, on, in making preparations and proviſions to 
i / givearepulſerothe enemy, in caſe of an afſaulr 
on (knowing it would be too lateto take up the 
buckler atrer the wound received ) which was 
done with ſo cheerfull and unanimous induſtry 
and reſolution ( your chief Magiſtrate and other 
good Alliftants of the Aldermen his Brethren, 
encouraging others by their own example) as 
hath I hope given a clear demonſtration nor on- 

ly cf this Cities care of -ſeli-preſervation, bur al- 

ſo of fidelity to the Parliament, as may. for the 
furure xox-plus and put to ſilence the rongues of 
whilpering detrators, This ation was perfor- 
med by Citizens and ſou'diers for their mutuall 
ſupport and ſatery, yea, Citizens themſelves tur- 

ned touldiers hac vice. T herefore upon this trial 
bow can I but expe as well as wiſh a berter un- 
deritanding, and a cloſer union betwixt the Ci- 
tizen 


Antonio Edwards Arm' Majore. 
tizen and (ouldier, &ven that they may be con- 
joyned in afteRion as they have been in 3Rion ? 
Bur though I hold our tears in this ſenſe to bea 
favour, yet I mult acknowledge our delrverance 
from the evils feared to be a farre greater fa- 
Your, 


This deliverance was at a greater diſtance then G/ouceſter 
that in 1643. of the railing of the ſiege, and fiege laid 
by reaſon thereof the damage was not fo great to 4ug.1o, 
our'countrey, yet the benetic and advantage little Thyrſ4g, 
lefſe to our lelves or to the S:ate. This delive- raiſed Sept, 
rance ( as well as that ) was inthe harveſt ſea» 5, Tueſday. 
ſon, and in the ſame Moneth of September, were 4n, 1643. 


the enemies cut down 3 *which being ſo near in 
time, and both of ſo grand concernment, had 
not the Parliament appointed the day of this fog- 
nall vitory to be_ycariy obſerved, I ſhould have 
adviſed that this additionall mercy might by way 
of an Appendix have beea conjoyned unto the 
former in our yeaily commemoration, leeing the 
encimics of the Parliament in both received a 
farall blow, and were diiappointed of the barveſt 
of their hope?. And now not only the inſtca- 
ments of our ſafety have better aſſurance of the 
rewards of their faithfull ſervice 3 but alſo the 
wellafte&ed throughout the whole nation, pur 
upon 2 greater,cxpeation thar the Tron age will 
ſhortly ceaſe,and golden times take place; where- 
in may be reaped with joy the truit of all that 
precious ſeed which for many years lalt paſt have 
been'ſown apon the publique fa!1h with tears and 
drops of bloud, in a further and more certain fru- 
ition and enjoyment of a more pure and vndefi- 
led religion, together with a godly Magiftracy 
and Golpel-Miniſtery, which rwo grand Ordi- 
nances 
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nances in a Chriſtian ſtate are for Ornament, 
and for cftabliſhmenc,like ro Fechin and Boay the 


- TA 


\ IKin.7.21 * lemons magnificent Temple, and allo in the 
ſerttement ot a' profound and confident peace; 
and in the adminiſtration of ſo univerſal} and 
impartiall juſtice, that the caule ſhall be eyery 
where more looked upon then the perſon, 

— drmiſque potentius Equum. 

Right become more powertull'then might ; to- 

eecher with a more tuil and abſolute freedome of 

our perſons, conſciences,and eſtates, from Tyray- 

wicall oppreflions, the beſt tokens undoubtedly 

of a true Fubilee, and the trueſt CharaCters of a 

Bouriſhing Common-wealth. And wRy may not 

the promiſes that have been made by thole that 

are in power, ſerve to bottom our hopes, thar {0 

right a uſe will ve made of oar admirable [ucce(» 

ſes, as ſhall pave a ready way tothe (peedy ac- 

compiiſhmem thereof; unjefle in judgement to 

this Nation, for. the ingratitude and diſobedi- 

encethereof ſome poſſeſſed with the ſpiric of D4- 

ws inthe Comedy, or of Dems or Deotrophes re- 
corded in ſacred writ, I mean, ſome turbulent, 
or ambitious perions , either meditating their 
own revenze more then their countries peace, or 
minding the things of the world and their own 
private *wealth more then of God and the Com- 
mon-wealch, - or ſecking rhe advancement of 
themlelves,their familics,and friends,rather then 
of Chrifts Kingdom and the publique good, 
ſhould by any open diſturbances or cloſe con- 
mivances, throw in any blocks to ob{truc che 
fame. And though it is diſhonourable for us to 
imagine that the ſupream powers will not con- 
tantly 
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'xwo ſtately pillars of brafle ſer up in the porch of 


\ 
Amonig Edwards Arni' Majove, T3 
ftently aim and fhoor ar the right mark , afcer 
their ſo many 1 and publique declare- 
tions made of their good intentions ſeconded 
with ſome beginnings of reformation + yer ler | 
us help:rhem by our praiers co him char is higher | 
then they 3 that they may be cnabled foro imy,— 
prove their many viRtories, thar we may ce. 
thereby become more ſafely milerable, but that. 
cur expeRation of the enlargement of our pri- 
viledges, and leflening of our burthens may in 
dus rime be fully 2n{wered : (o thar in furure 
times we may comforrably refic& upon our ene= 
mies Autumn as being the ſpring time of our 
proſperity. Some do much doubt rhar this Com» 
mon-wealth will come muck ſhort ct the glory 
this Nation had whileſt ir was a Kingdom, be-+ 
cuſe they ſuppoſe the great Luminary of know- 
ledze will be eclipſed by the interpofition of Lome 
that are all for changes, and to Tring rhiczzs r0 
a levell, and who are {o moon»blinde thar they 
cannot ſee the worth of learning , bur fyavin 
themlelves licrle or no acquaintance Wirth le, ar# 
but ſmall friends if not enemies unto it; but T 
|| am of another opinion, becauſe our Noble Ge» 
| nerall is Chancellor and Maccnas of one of our Chancellor 
chief Seminaries of Learning, and thgredy is of Oxford. 
deeply engaged in the proteRion of the Schools z 
And I hope will be a; famous for cheriſhing of 
Ants, as he is alrcady for bearing of Arms. Bur 
I muſt not exparitte and walk further in his 
field, leſt being ſolace 1 fhould forget my way: 
home ; and therefore leaving this torreign dif-" 
courſe I ſhall now confine my ſelf ro whar ; 
cerns our Cities juriſdiRion, and make my 
ble addrefiero you M.Mazor clic, and the reſt on 
t 
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the Gentlemen that are to bear office this nex; 
year, Gentlemen , you are to take care of the 
City-wealth, yet not to negle& the Common. 
wealth; and in order te the promoting of both, 
you are 112 your places to maintain the true Re. 
ligion, and to walk in that excellent Robe which 


M.Nelme the Ledied Preacher this day brought out of x 
* The boly * rich Yrdrobe, the robe of righteouſneſſe perſo, 
Scriptures, nall and politicall , habituall and practical, 


«© 


which he preſented to you with a divine charge, 
thar you ſhould put it on. It was that Robe 


wherewith Feb that was a good man and a good | 


Magiſtrate was cloathed witnall. And I ſhall 


pretent unto you alſo another Robe that will be Yi 
an Enfizn of honour to you as well as the tormer, 


and that is &yxoupoud hs TrTUYYo3poov mn; the 


garment of humility : for humility in a high e- | 


itare is & fangular ornament, and the Apoſtic 
doth command you to put it on alio, Be ye cloath- 
ed with hunz:lity, 1 defite alle to prelent unto you 
ſomething more that may be uſefull tor your eyes 


. and hands, and that js that you are tobe obſeru4- 


tors ot the manners of the peopie, that are with- 
in the |imits of your authority, that they may be 
kept in peace and good behaviour , 'and to be 
conſerva:ors of this City, togerher with the juſt 
liberties, priviledges,cuſtoms,and revenues there« 
of, This will be for your credit and comftort,and 
the benefit of (fuch as ſhall liye under yourſgo- 


pt, who ſhall ( as or "ap d this day) 
ke. wx occaſion, to blefie-God for your 


ormance of what you are now by Oath 
rak 


©. 
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Honour ed Citizens, 


VVE are come hither to change the Scene, 
andcherefore I am to prelent other per- 
ons unto you, Who ate to &f their parts in our 
City government in rhe year next following : 
or you all know that our eleQions are Annuall, 

reaſon of that policy I take to be, lcK by a 
longer continuance in Office, the Offices by rea- 
lon of the incident'charges and troubles thereof, 
hould be 'overburthenſome ro the Officers, or 
the Officers by their manner of adminiſtration be 
overburdenſome to you. T his day our City year 
loth end, and another year begins; like ro the 
ines in the eAthenian Tables, wherein their Laws 
were written Buoeognd>r,ordine retrogrado,as Ox- 
en plough,turning out,and preſently turning in. 
here isno intermiſlion, for the terme of our go- 
rernment admits of no wcation; therefore upon 
the exit of the old Officer, there is the intrat of 


Officer, the old goerh out. Now give mggdeaye 


this our New years day. 
T kis year hath been a year of great Eclipſes of 


. the 


the new 3 or rather upon the entrance of the xew* 


3s well to look backward upon the year! paſt, - : 
35 to look forward towards the yeer chat 1s ,zaye 
come, and to ſpeak ſomething of both 3 whicly - 
you may pleaſe torake as my New years gift upon * 


Li 
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the two great Lumrnerics of Heaven the Sun and 
Moon 3 bur they have not been (o dark, nor y 
their effe&s or conſequences lo diſmall hithertd 
tous, as to make avnion tenebroſum a dark year : 
for neither the Parliament, nor-yer the Pulp; 
neither the Courts nor (, vrporations, have been un 
der ſuch Eclipſes as ſome feared, and others defi 
red. I cannot (ay we have any aſſurance that the 
ſhall not be hereafter ; for as all things under thy] i 
Sun are ſubje& to vexity, fo all things under the 
Moon are liable to changes. And as for the peace© 
this Commonwealth, that hath been continued 
and a3 for ſacceſſes abroad they have been obtein 
ed. When I ſaid peace, I (aid much in one word 
for where =_ reignes like a Queen, ſhe is a 
tended with many other bleflings as her Ladies © 
honour 3 but Ldid not ſay,nor yer intead (6 mucl 
thereby,as the Hebrews do by their Shalom,which 
we interpret peecc, for thereby they denote al 
proſperity and Aweliey3 And whereas I ſaid ſu 
es,T would thereby hint out anto you, how tt 
E ngl:fb valony by land and (ca, hath been this [af 
year crowned with wviflory : which altheugh i 
may afford marter of thankegiving and rejoycin 
yer (in the opinion of ſome wiſe men) not with 
onr (ome trembling, if we confider how much v 
are at peace With erronr And vice, and how muc 
we are atdifterence with our xergbbouring $14 
Fot rhis year, the bond of Amity, ſo long conti 
nued berwixt the Engliſh Ozkhes and the Low 
®” countrey Wrflowes (which were held the ſare con 
federates in regard of their reciprocall intereſts 
is broken zſunder, which hath occaſioned (ond - 
' flerms avica, whileſt we have had a cabn upon t 
land. From extreating of ws in Q.E 1+. dayes, t! 
CANK 
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i] came ta treaing will ws in afrer tinaes 3 and naw 
they have proceeded to a higher degree even of 
fl Sabreng 4garnit mw. T his patiage of providence, 
| cauſcth (adneſſe to fit upon the (pirics of many, 
who fear what the event may be : Ac which as 1 
do nor marvel], ſeeing one Emblera whereby we 
were repreſented, was two Pitchers (wimmigg 
rogether,with rhis Moteo, Ss concutimur frangimur 
bd if we claſh we are broken ; (a I wiſh it may net 
4 ſo come to paſt, bur rather that it may produce 
off « cloferiunion berwixst us and the United Pro- 
i vinces 3 or if that may not be, that howſoever 
nd neither chis Nation, ner yet the Proteſtant caufe 
44 may be diladrantaged thereby. 
a4 'Two of the concommirants or atrendants of 
our peace I ſhalt mention to you ; and they are 
dd plenty and bealth: It bath been a year of plenty 
cl for the food of man, though in many places of 
ſome {cavciry for the food of beaſts. I muſt con- 
feſſe it hath been a year of drought, bur (through 
Gods mexcy tous) it hatch nor been a year of 
dearth, begaulſe the Raff of breed was not broken. 
if It hath alſo been a year of much health ro this 
od Countrey, bur very eminently to this Clzy; (o that 
though our PhiGtians have cncreated, yer their 
we practiſe hath nor this laſt year, and I hope I ſhall 
cl not be blamed,that I ſay I am nor (orry for it. 1 
would I could ſpeak as much of the Wealth of the 
iy City as I have of the Health of it ; bu 1 muſt ac» 
of knowledge(and that with (ome [adneile) that the 
af trede of this City hab been rbis lalt year under 
a 


ſome eclipſe, and fome of our Cinizens have been 
J obſcured : whar arc the true caukes thereof, L 
hall not rake the boldnefle ac this rime ro de- 
termige 3 bur I will make fo bold as re acquaint 
| you 


Af Howe! 
call F or= 
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ou with three ſeverall opinions thereof, and 
[hve you to be judges thereupon. 

The firſt is,that many of the Gentry are much 
cooled in their afteRionsto this City, becauſe ir 
hath ſo conſtantly adhered unto, and ſo faith- 
fully a&ed for the Parliament : if this be rrue, 
there is the greater rea(on,thart at length ſome re- 
compence ſhould be made for our great loſles by 
fire,lulteyned for the Parliaments ſake. 

The ſecond is, that when this City had lefſe 
ſecurity, then it had more trading, and that if the 
Garriſon might be removed from ir, the ancient 
trade would return unto it. 

T he third and 12ſt ( rhough as I take it dcth 
not carry with it the leaſt reaſon) is this, That 
when this City had more zeal in Religion, then 
here was more quicknefſe in Trade 3 and thar-if 
the Churches might be fuller at Geds market- 
times, then our ſhops at our market times would 
not be found ſo empty. 

To this decay ottrade upon the Land, I might 


adde the loſſes. of divers of our Citizens goods by | 
water by a (ad diſaſter 3 both which do ſhew us| 
the vanity of things belew,and may inſtru@ us to: 
ſer our mindes more upon thoſe things that are} 


&bove. 


Having made theſe ſhort gloſles upon the tex: 


of the [at year, I come now to ſay ſomething of 
the year next following. 


I ſhall nar ſpeak by way of predifion to tell 


you what will, come to paſſe, for who knowerh [© 
what is in the womb of time ? or what will be the F 


births of this next year ? our Judiciall Aſtrolo- 
gers are bold undertakers this way, out of their 


pretended knowledge of the afpets, and influen- F 
; ces |. 
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ces of the Celefliall bodies : bur ſome others are of © 
opinion, that as probable and rationall conje- 

&ures may be made by obſerving the conrſes of 
men,and confidering the ſ}ate of things upon tho 

earth ; which I ſhal! nor preſume to ds, but leave 

it to thoſe ſons of wiſdome, who can better diicern 

efefts in their cauſes then my ſelf : yer this I thall 
adventure to ſay, being warranted thereunto by | 
the Kingly Preacher, zbe Oraclcof 1iſdome,- thar 
there ſhall be no new thing but what hath been 

done already. For as eloquent Mr Fuller ipeaketh, 

© This world affordeth no new accidents, bur in Ty the Epi- 
' the ſame lenſe wherein we call ic a new Moon, tte before 
* which is the old one in another ſhape, yer no 0s ghe' Holy - 
"ther then what it hath been formeiiy. Inſtead of ;/arre. 


opbeſying I dchire to give you a wore, of alvuice. 
Let the mercy ot God to us this laſt year, be ac- 
ccunted by us as engagements of cur better terving 
of him, and of one 2:14 another in the Oilices 
of love this next ycar, » Let the Suprcam Authority 
of this Nation (under whole ſhadow we are pro- 
ted) have your prayers as well as your purſes, 
that they f1cting at thegelm of this great Ship of 
he Commoawealth, wh:tcin we are all embar - 
red, may ſtcer their cou;le in the managiag of 
their affairs, ſo piouſly and prudemly, thac i: 
ſtrike nat upon the ſands, or daſh againſt rlie 
rocks,and [o {ider thipwrack. 

Let the good ſervice done by the old Officers 


ww 1+q4a 1 0 T=] = 


this lat year for the Commonwealth, chis Ci:y 
and your {elves, advantage them (omewhar in rc- 
ation'2amongR you, an4 lct ſuch as have done 
ouble ſervice have double honour. And amongſt 
bem let M* Maior that hath had the chictett 
lace in. the goverwnent, fit in the uppermoſt 

G- room 
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room of your eſttmation. And as for the new ele- 
Fed Officers, let them finde your ready compli- 
ance, during the year ncxt enſuing, in all the 
wayes of obſervance and aſſiſtance, as occafion 
ſhall require; whom that you may the berter 
know I will acquaint you with their Names.--—- 

And now Mr Maior ele&,and the reſt that are 
choſen to bear office fn this City this next year 
let me make my humble addrefſe nnto yon 3 you 
are choſen to offices of traſt, and I hope you will 
be truſty Officers, You had a good leſſon this 
morning. for your good behaviour, and I think 
you are all bound to it ; I ſhall make a ſhort re- 
petition of it 3 you muſt be au: without ble« 
miſh, and 4@@wurm without complaint. I\ſhall 
make this turther addition, you are entruſted 
with the honour and profit ef this City : the ho- 
nour thereof conſiits chictly in the maintenance 
of rrue Religion and Fuſtice, rogether with hoſþit6- 
lity ro Citizens and rangers, which may be ſaid 
in ſome ſenſe due, althongh, it ſhould be\done 
freely. T he profit thereot conhits in the maine 
tenince of your libertics 2nd priviledges, together 


' With the well ordering of the revenues thereunto 


belonging. 

Ler me commend one thing further to you, I 
hope none will account 'it a matter of ſuperſtition, 
alrhough perhaps leme may a work of ſnpereroge- 
tion, and that is, that you would ( rogerher with 
others) joyn your ſhoulders ro hold up the ſtately 
fzbrick of the Colledge-Church (the great Ornd- 
mers of this City ) which ſome do (ay is now in 
danger of falling. Now although for the perfor- 
mance of your duties, we need no ether aflurance 
then your words, and could ( out of our good 

| | opinion 
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opinion of you as the Athenian Judges did by 
Xenocyates, who gave teſtimony defore them) cry 
out that you ſhould nor take your o&thes ; yer be- 
cauſe it is otherwiſe appointed, I am to invite 
youthereunto 3 and I with you may be as care- 
full ro. obſerve them,kaving taken them,as I hope 


you are now wiling to take them. And (s I have 
done. 
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I Errata. 


Page 22.]ine 18.for Iarwick. read Worceſter, page 
39.line 13.for whereof ſome, reade ſome Oſh- 
ces, 
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A CaTALoGcus of the NAMES Of the ſeveral 
” Officers in the ſeveral Years afore-mentioned. 


'Ycars- \Maiors of the Coroners of the Bailffs of the City 

| 'Ciry of Glou-, County of the Ci- "oy Sheriffs of the 
(County of the City 

ceſter. b5, of Glouceſter. |; Glaefer, 


| 


1642) [Dennis W iſe Fob Scriven Al. |Edw. Wagilaffe, 
1643 5\_/ Alderman, | derman. Fames Wood. 


' 11643 6h. Webb 'Dernis W: ah Famcs Stephing , 
(644 7. Alderman. | derman-. Os T0: | 


1644) Luke. Neurſe Nicholas Webb Al-|Toby Fordan , 
1645 | ? Aiderman. | derman. [Fobn Edwards. | 


1645) Laur. Singleton Luke Nourſe ſe Al | Anthony Edwards 
1646 7, 4 A! Jerman- derman. — Weiler | L ane. 


—— ———— - ——— —— 
_- _ 


| ® Laurence Singleton Tho.  Prichards, 
1646) Fafper Clutter- Alderman and at- Henry Ellis, and 

booke Alderm. rerwards Fohn M{4. afterwards Ro-) 
| docke Aiderman bert Paine. 


1647\ Fohn Madock Faſper Clutterbyoke Thomas Pairce , 
1648 7| 4 Alderman. n.. | -Aiderman. |Tbomas Lngg. 


1647 


88+ | 
| 


1648 | Henry Cug/cy Laurcnce Singleton William Clarke, 
1649.5 Alderman. | ' Alderman, Richard Taylor. | 


[1649 } 'Fames Stephens Henry Cugley Al-|Robert Tyther , 
i650, Alderman. = derman. William Fowler. 


—O— — —— —— —— 


1650) re Ed- Fmes Stephcys Al [Henry - Robins, | 
wards Alderm.) derman. enicl L yſons._ 


EE ee ee en CO _ 


' Anthony Edward. 
Willitm Sin- Alderman,and at-| fohn Purlewent,] 
2letoa Alderm.'terwards Tho. H1il.| rhomas Witcomb.' 
| _ Alderman. 


——_ 
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Stewards or Chamberlains of the 
City of Glouceſter, 


A O— 


Brian 
Fobn 


Fohn Purlewent, 
Fobu Singleton, 


Willizm R!ſſell, 


Fo obn B Browne, 


enings, 
urlewent, 


F, 
” 


Thomas Cooke, 
Fones { 0 ( omeclrn, 


Thomas Cooke, 
nes Comeln, 
Nicholas Webb, 
Richard Maſſenzer, 
Rich ir4 Maſſenger, 
Wiliam Scu damore, 


© WP T ripper, 
I; 7illtam Ryſck, 


Samucl Brew ter, 
Thom 4s Tate, 


'$ 


Thomas Witcomb, 
William Ruſſcll. 

Fohn Browne, 
William "—_ 


Williem Bubb. 
Robert Hill. il 


#:T 


Henry Knowles, , 
Feffery Beale. 


© _3L 


Henry Knowles, 
Feffery Beale. 


$l 
x 
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William Scudamore, © 
Fobu Tomes. 


Thomas Trippet, 
Fohn Malockes 
Fohn Mado-ke , 
William $tapp. 
Fohn Perks, 


bv Godfry Elli. 


OO —— 


Sanncl Brewſter, 
Thorgs Tate, 


Fob; Perk 42 
PE God fry Ellis. 


_—— 


